Good News Letze,

Bible Believers Fellowship, Inc.
P.0.Box 0065 - Baldwin, NY 11510
Our Web Siteis www.prisonministry.org

NON-PROFIT

2013-14

After more than thirty years of marriage we havangn
memories, some good, some bad. However, whemiesdo
Christmas, the first year of our marriage comesited. We
lived in a small two bedroom apartment above aigaatstore,
right on a busy main road. There were bars jdetestores
down from us, one on each side, and another ibdlding
alley behind us. The outside wall of our buildings covered
in graffiti, put there by at least one of the gatigs patrolled
the neighborhood nightly. When we first movedha security
in our building left much to be desired. We hadesal locks
on the apartment door, but the door itself wasaoid flimsy.
We had planned to spend Christmas day at Annessipghouse.
However our plans quickly changed after
we got home one evening and found ou
apartment had been broken into. It wa
one of many burglaries that occurred ir
the building over the nineteen years we
lived there. The perpetrators had used
crowbar to getin. Goodbye door! Only
Anne’s jewelry was taken, and the insur:
ance paid for that. However, especially
that first year, it gave us an uncomfortable
feeling of anxiety. We usually spent Christ- |
mas Eve at Eric’s mother’s house, but wi
couldn't do so that year. She was unable
climb the many steps in our building. So
since we couldn’t leave the apartment |
Anne’s family came over to spend Christ-
mas with us. Getting in and out of the
apartment wasn’t easy. Eric would have
to use a hammer to remove the nails from the plgannamur
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12:10). Their inner joy bubbles up like a rives&ns 46:4-5)
and overflows to those around them. They lools&tisfaction
in the comfort and care they give to others lessif@mte than
themselves. For Jesus sdid|t is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35 NIV). Those who look to material camf
will never know the kind of joy that can be feltknowing
they have made the life of someone less forturiete than
ourselves, a bit better. For the love they hawesdwmt come
from the flesh, but from the Spirit of God (Galageb:22-26).

We know that those in need are sometimes notloeiryy.
And some can even be ungrateful. In their caseait take
more than a kind gesture to touch their stony besmtd melt

- them for Christ. It will take a lot of prayer
and evidence of a life that is totally lived
for God! And don't feel that you have
failed if you have tried to show someone
kindness and have prayed for them, only
to see no evidence of a changed heart. The
human heart is sometimes so proud and
stubborn that it may take the kindness and
prayers of many believers over several years
before the ice can melt and Christ can
enter in. The Holy Spirit will bring believers
into the life of someone you want to reach.
Each one will sow more seeds of faith until
one finally sprouts roots (Matt. 13:18-23).
Remember that it took years for hardness
to grow in the human heart. The devil starts
working on us from a very early age. So
it takes time for the Holy Spirit to melt the
hardness that has built up over time before Hereagrse the

door. The thieves were never apprehended, whitkased the damage and bring the person to Christ.

tension we felt for months after that, especiallAnne’s case.

Many times people have said that a truly evil peiis like

According tovww.CrimelnAmerica.netobbery and property an animal. However, we want to tell you about ebtess,

crimes always increase during the holiday sea3twse of us

hungry animal we once knew. Ayear or two aftema@ved

with friends, family, and gifts tend to feel joytime abundance into our house we noticed a big gray cat that wodtein walk

of blessings God has given us. However, those adhoot
possess such things often become resentful andidterime.
Fortunately, a small minority of the needy, thogeovook
toward God’s gift to us (John 3:16), take a diffarapproach.
Their joy comes from within, not without (see Rpyilians 4:7).
For they feel His peace and comfort even duringesmof
loneliness and hardship (Job 19:25-27, 2 Corintghidn23 thru

through the back of our garden. Anne was worried our
own cat, Sasha, would be upset about it. Sasdard®ecem-
ber 2005 but she lived for six years after we moineal our
house. She loved people, but hated and feared antivaals.
So Anne used to shoo the cat away. Then one dapgdthe
Summer, she noticed the cat, whom we later cathed, Testing
under a shady tree where Anne had thrown breatiédpirds.



She began to feel sorry for Tom but had to getdivay from
the birds and bread. For he was so hungry he taaing to
eat it. She took some of Sasha’s leftover cat fad placed
it at the far end of the garden. As soon as shéagck into
the house, Tom went right over to the food and begging
it. After that he started coming around more aftdnd Anne,
realizing how half starved he was, continued to guutfood
for him. He would eat the food with relish butyig¢ attempted
to get near him, he would let out an intimidatigstand run off.
This went on for at least a month. Then we starteding his
food closer to the house. We’'d watChgsss
him from the window as he ate. After i
awhile he let us get closer to him,#
but occasionally became fearful an . ;
did his hiss and run routine. 5 ‘ﬁ_ -
The months went by and Eric[
took up the chore of feeding Tom. =
Then, after awhile we noticed that=Sg=—g
Tom was showing up at our house™
with injuries. We wondered how
that could have happened. Itlookec
as if he had been in a fight with
another animal. We have raccoon
and possums that come around &
night. And cats are nocturnal. Therr = §
one day we noticed that his eye wa¢
damaged and began to worry abou
him. We put some food into the bac =
of Sasha'’s carrying case and waited for Tom tatedthen we
quickly locked him in and took him to the vet. Tet wouldn't
open the cage because she said ka
started hissing at her and she thoug
he was vicious. Plus, we didn’t want
to spend a lot of money on him
because he really was a stray. S
gave us some medicine to give hi

near our house, hungry as usua ‘_
Eric took his food out to him and §
buried his pill in it. We watched g€
from the window as Tom devoured &t
his food, stopping briefly when he #
tasted the piII then going right bac

to trust us. EI‘IC was able to pet h|m -
and pray over him. Eventually, with : .
help of the medicine, and the prayer, his eye gtieh After
awhile we saw the sweetness in this stray cat. birds would
come around and eat from his bowl as he resteypeate
knew they were there but never tried to attack them

old blanket. Eventually another cat showed upe \Bas small
and multicolored and we called her Mixie. We soealized
that Tom had brought his mate over. We watchddmsinvited
Mixie to share his food with him. And we camethte tonclusion

that Tom'’s frequent fights and resulting injuriesishhave
occurred while defending Mixie. To our dismay, Mixvould
repay him by killing a bird now and then and leavitin
our garden. Anne thought it was Tom doing itratfiHowever,
she sootearned that the birds and squirrels were not dfrai
of Tom. Butthey were panic stricken when Mixiesrgaiound!
And she was so tiny next to Tom! We actually saw thesting
one day, through out basement window. And we kifetveat-
ing his food and mating with Mixie were his two gtest joys

in life. The weather continued to get colder, esgly at night.

- = Tom would take his nightly trips to
wherever he went and then return
to his bed till morning.

One evening, to our surprise, we
saw through the basement window,
another cat sleeping in Tom’s bed.
Oh oh, we thought. There will be
some kind of a cat fight when Tom
gets back and sees him there. Yet
the next morning we looked through
the basement window and there was
Tom, and the other cat, curled up,
keeping each other warm, sleeping
together. Intime, Tom would act-
ually be waiting for his food at our
back door. Then one day we noticed
that he had not come around lately.
Days went by and we didn't see him.
Anne even saw Mixie come around to our garden tapfar him.

At least we were glad that it didn’t happen arotiadloween!
Anne began calling up pet shelters
to no avail. And, since it is the law
that it must be reported to the police
if a cat is hit by a car, Anne called
the different police stations too.
They had no report of an injured or
dead catfitting Tom’s description.
We placed a photo of Tom up in
our Vet's office with a note asking
anyone finding him to call us. No
one did. But one of the women
who worked there told us that a
neighbor of there’s (it was a resi-
dential area) used to feed a cat that
looked just like Tom. And he dis-
appeared abouhe same time Tom
did! We may never know just what-
ever happened to Tom until we get

to Heaven some day.

Lately we have been listening to some albums ois@én
Christmas music that Eric made for Anne. She \asd df
hearing secular songs like “Jingle Bells” and “WSdommy

Then summer turned into autumn and the nightsrbega Kissing Santa Clause.” It's so sad that Christlieen taken
get cooler. Eric made a little bed for Tom outdfox and an out of Christmas and replaced by a cute, feel-gtiide and

a spirit of greed and self-satisfaction. Howelistening to
the old Christian music gave us renewed joy, pandethe
true meaning of Christmas. We are told how all\eeaejoiced
at the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. GodRather was



thrilled, and with Him, the angels sang for Joy order to of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all thee. The
really understand the love God has for us remethbér..God LORD was grieved that He had made man on the eantth,
said, ‘LetUsmake man i@ur image...”” (Genesis 1:26 NIV). His heart was filled with pain{(Genesis 6:5-6 NIV).

And later,"Come, letUsgo down and confuse their language...”  We were made in God’s image (Genesis 1:27), with H
(Genesis 11:7 NIV). In the case of our Creat@wbrd “God” emotions. And some of us know the pain of rejectie feel
has a plural meaningFor there arethree that bear record in when we love someone so much and they hate antt teje
heaven, the Father, thgord, and the Holy Ghost: and these threegsod felt that pain! Nevertheless, He had such @ssipn for
are one” (1 John 5:7 KJV). Jesus Christ was the name @®d tws and'...God so loved the world that He gave His one anty
Father gave to God the Son when He left Heaveirettbdour Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not pdsigthave eternal
sins. But God the Son, also called “The Word ofiGaxisted life. For God did not send His Son into the wdddcondemn
at the time the earth was creatéth the beginning was the the world, but to save the world through Hi@@ohn 3:16-17
Word, and the Word wawith God, and the Word was God. HeNIV). The one Person that God loved the most was Higdx
waswith God in the beginning.Through Him all things were Son. And the Son loved the Father and us enoughree to

made; without Him nothing was made that has beetema
(John 1:1-4 NIV).
God the Son spoke through the Holy Spirit to irssfiolo-

suffer such hatred and rejection for us (IsaiaB%3: He knew
ahead of time about the nails that would tear ld&t(Psalm
22:16). He knew how His own creation would staraiad

monto write,“The LORD brought Me forth as the first of Hismocking and laughing at Him (see Psalm 22:17) kiav that

works, before His deeds of old; | was appointedhfeternity,

they would would strip Him naked atid divide My garments

from the beginning, before the world beggRtoverbs 8:22-23 among them and cast lots for My clothin@salms 22:18 NIV.

NIV). Itwasn’t speaking about Solomon!
There’s an awe we feel in these verses
that shows the love that God the Father
has for His Son, and the Son has for the
Father. It says] was there when He set the
heavens in place, when He marked out the
horizon on the face of the deep, when He
established the clouds above and fixed %
securely thdountainsof the deep, &
when He gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not over-
step His command, and when He :
marked out the foundations of the earth. _4*
Then | was the Craftsman at His
side. | was filled witldelight day
after day, rejoicing always in His
presence, rejoicing in His whole
world and delighting in mankind”
(Proverbs 8:27-31 NIV). God the Father
was the architect of the universe and God
the Son washe builder! And the love they put into

this, their creation of this world for us, was #eetion of
their abundant love foeach other.

One third of God’s angels had already rebelledhag&im
(Revelation 12:7-9. Also, see Revelation 12:4)t Bod wanted
children! His heart yearned for the love of onegmificent
creation called “mankind.” God didn’t want to deea race of
robots that would have no choice in the matter.widated us
to have a choice to love or reject Him. As expetparents
eagerly prepare for their future child, the joyboth God the
Father and the Son bubbled over as They enthusitygtnade
a perfect world for us. Yet knowing ahead of titmat mankind
could sin and reject Him, God the Father and Gedsin con-
ceived the only plan of escape that would be ptes@itebrews
2:3). If we should sin against Him, God the Sonuldaome
into this world and die in our place, taking ounginment upon
Himself so that we would be restored to our Creafand

"

Also, see Matthew 27:35).

God knew all that the Son He lovesraach
would suffer for us. Yet He was still thrilled
when Jesus left all the glory of Heaven behind

and came into this world to die in our place. How
great a love can that bé? At just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man some-
one might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died
forus” (Romans 5:6-8 NIV). How
many human parents would be joy-
ful at the prospect of their beloved
only child coming into a world that
would hate and despise him, and torture
him to death? The love of God for us is
beyond human conception! Yet we hear about
that love in true Christian Christmas songs likefk
The Herald Angels Sing” and, Anne’s favorite, “OblIM
Night.” Truly we have onlpne Holy Father and He lives in
Heaven;'...and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom fomelh...” (1
Timothy 2:5-6 NIV).

When we hear church bells on Christmas day, thbyoiths
they play may speak of “peace on earth and goddawiard
men.” However, God’s Son did not come into thighao
bring us peace on earth (see Matthew 10:34-3B)sus said,
‘My kingdom is not of this world... My kingdomrizni another
place™ (John 18:36 NIV). God’s perfect peace can onlyuoc
in our hearts when we love Him and put Him firsour lives.
We need to repent of our sins and surrender outshieaHim
who loves us so much! Only then can we receiveaa® and
joy that this world can never understand (Johna4:2And
the peace of God, which transcends all understamdarill
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jes{Riilippians

mankind did reject Him!The LORD saw how great man’s 4:7 NIV).

wickedness on the earth had become, and that exatination

Have a wonderful Christmas everyone!



