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"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospelete@ry creature"MARK 16:15

SPRING 2000 FROM US

As Easter approaches, we are reminded of thegpestice made
by our Creator in order to redeem us back to Hif(fsalm 19:14,
John 1:12-14, 3:16, Romans 5:7-8, and Galatian&}:4However,
many Christians think that after a person acceptsCas their Savior
(1 Timothy 2:5), they will not have any more prabie Yet, Jesus told
His disciples;'... In this world you will have trouble But take heart!
I haveovercomethe world” (John 16:33 NIV) And, just as He has
overcomeit, Christ wants us, His flock (John 10:14 & 1@&}-to
become overcomers as well (Romans 12:21, 1 Joln12 & Reve-
lation 17:14)! Yet how can this be if we have riothto overcome?
No victory comes without a struggléinyone can live for Christ when
life is easy and blessings are flowing. But ohigse who truly love
Him will remain faithful when the trials and tesifsfaith roll around
(Luke 6:22-23 & 1 Peter 4:12-13). They separagevtheat from the
chaff (Luke 3:17 & Matthew 13:24-30) and the sh&em the goats
(Matthew 25:32). And God has called uss&paration from this
world (2 Corinthians 6:17, James 4:4, & 1 John ZIh

The “Prosperity Gospel” crowd will not like to hdhis,
but God often keeps His children humble throughsital
afflictions (Psalm 34:19, 2 Corinthians 12:7-9, kHafs 11:36-
38, & 1 Peter 5:10). Both of us have had our slbatbem,
and continue to do so! We seldom mention them beea
we want the focus to be on Christ. And God wasnised
to heal us eventually. Nevertheless, thégn slow us
down and rob us of the timge need to get our work
done. Last November, just about the time that Anne
started writing the main article in this isstierom
Egypt To The Promised Land”, she began having
problems with her right hand. It felt like carpatnel
syndrome, but the chiropractor said that it was not
She bought a wrist band to ease the problem, baiuwable to use it.
For her arms, which had been itchy and irritateddsnly got a lot
worse! They became horribly puffy and the itchprgevented her
from getting much needed sleep. It turned outghathad a “contact
dermatitis”, such as poison ivy. But no one kneswlshe got it!
It was Autumn, and she had not done any gardeimag the Summer-
time. And, to the best of our knowledge, we dohave any poisonous
plants in our garden! When Anne was finally cuadshut two months
later, she had another dermatological problem uredh! Moreover,
the medicine that the doctors gave her caused bamside effects.
When that was finally over, the wrist problems read, not just in
her right hand, which is used to control the corapuatouse, but also
in her left hand as well!

Eric, too, has had all kinds of irritating andtdiéssing ailments.

TO YOU

than the Apostle Paul? Yet he wrote to the chimdbalatia saying,
“...it was because of aillness that | first preached the gospel to
you” (Galatians 4:13 NIV) The young evangelist, Timothy, also
had many health problems (1 Timothy 5:28jterestingly, we have
received letters from our readers, stating thay,tta, have been
suffering with strange ailments for years. It sedhat, over the last
ten years or so, God has been doing somethingyimig among
His flock. At the same time that prosperity haswaided in this
rebellious (see 1 Samuel 15:22-23), self-induld@rifimothy 3:4)
nation, the Lord has been selecting a remnant (Rer@27 & 11:5)
from the church, and preparing them for His holjimg. Jesus said,
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” willtenthe kingdom
of Heaven, but only he who does the will of My Eativho is in
Heaven” (Matthew 7:21 NIV) God always calls a people out of a
people. For the church is filled with many “faieather”
Christians (2 Timothy 3:5, 4:3-4, Galatians 1:6arid
Revelation 3:14-19). They give Christ lip-servibéark
7:6-8) when all is well. However, as soon as thenss
and struggles of faith (Ephesians 4:14) come along,
they will fall by the wayside (Matthew 24:10-11, Ma
4:17, Luke 7:23 & 8:13). For their faith was buifion
sinking sand, andot on the solid Rock of Jesus Christ
(Matthew 7:24-27 & 1 Corinthians 10:4).
Soif you love the Lord withall your heart (see
Mark 12:30), but have been suffering all kinds efra
afflictions, take heart! For God is preparingyou,
an unshakable foundation! The Lord has said,
“...‘Once more | will shake not only the earth lalgo
the heavens.” The words ‘once more’ indicaterthe
moving of what can be shaken that is, created
things --so that what cannot be shaken may remain
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom thahoabe shaken,
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptalily ieverence and
awe, for our ‘God is a consumirfige”™ (Hebrews 12:26-29 NIV)
Consequently, if you have been feeling the RefmEire (Zechariah
13:9, Jeremiah 9:7, Psalm 66:10, Isaiah 48:10, t&rPe3-9, and
Revelation 3:18-19), you are in good company. tidl prophets and
apostles of God have felt it. He shaped and maidexh (Jeremiah
18:3-6 and Romans 9:21) into vessels fit for Hilirigx And you,
like them,"...are receiving the goal of your faith, the satiza of
your souls”(1 Peter 1:9 NIV) For our Lord wants to grow much
fruit in you (John 15:1-7) for His Heavenly Kingdorfir herefore,
since we are surrounded by such a great cloud tifesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin t@easily entangles,

No, the devil isnot winning any battles as he attacks the Lord’end let us run with perseverance the race markeédayws. Let us

flock! God allows these afflictions to come upanin order to test
our faith. It is a part of the refining procesattlevery believer en-
counters as he struggles to follow Christ (MattHéa88, 10:24-25,
Luke 9:22-23, 14:27, 2 Corinthians 1:5-9). If yame a Born Again
Christian (John 3:3), don't be surprised if you gak now and

then. Even the most eminent of believers oftemiecill. But God

can turn it around for His own glory! Who amonghas more faith

fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecteuofaith, who for
the joy set before Him endured the cross, scoritinghame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God. CdesiHim who
endured such opposition from sinful men, so thatwil not grow
weary and lose heart{Hebrews 12:1-3 NIV))Have a joyous Easter
everyone!

In Christ's love £ric and Anne Kaestner



From Egypt To The Promised Land
Ry Anne Kaestner

These days it is often assumed by Christians #iirate we are through Jesus Christ,.His only begotten Son...(John 3:16 KJV).
living in New Testament times, the Old Testamemtreevant to our God chose a man named Moses to become the vessajthvhich
lives. They think it is just historical in natumagerely applies to the He would deliver the slaves from the bondage offfEgy remember
Jews and, therefore, need not be taken serioliblyse who think this about ten years ago when | was going through &péatly difficult
way could not be more wrong! For the New Testaneeanly a tiny test of faith in regard to this ministry. Like miad us, when these
part of the Bible. So, if we dismiss the rest afd@ Word, and just tests come upon us, | wanted God to take it awgyayed, “Why is
focus on the New Testament alone, we will be missint on so much this happening to me Lord?” The answer came imatelyi In my
that the Lord wants to teach us! The Old Testarpentides us with heart | felt the Lord say, “It is because you dge@t the victory unless
examples of individuals who lived in those days] ahows us the awful you go through the battle.However, we who love Christ, are no
consequences that befell God’s people when thesllezbagainst longer “of this world.” For our Lord is not “of ibworld” (see John
Him. And it encourages us with accounts of menwaochen who 17:6-16). Therefore, the battles we fight are cahal battles, but
chose to trust God and live figith (Hebrews 11:1-40). No matter spiritual. Consequently, since Satan controlha is of this world
how desperate the situation became, they did mporetheir own (Matthew 4:8-10), we cannot fight against him widrnal weapons!
understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6). Therefore, regasdbf everything Moreover, if we are citizens of the Kingdom of Geda; are a part of
Satan tried to do to discourage them, in the eaed tere victorious His Heavenly army. As such, we cannot plan thetegy for spiritual
in the Lord! In fact, the writers of the New Tasent often referred warfare! Jesus Christ, our Commander and Chiefs tlwat! Yes, the
back to events that occurred in Old Testament timmebstold us enemy may seem so vast, and we may feel so purgniparison.
specifically that they are examples for us (Jam#6-31 & Jude But, “...thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor
1:7). “All these people werstill living by faith when they died... dismayed by reason of this great multitufte;the battle
They admitted that they wesdiens and strangersn earth. is not yours, but God’s (2 Chronicles 20:15 KJV)That's
People who say such things show that theyiaoking for a why, “the weapons we fight with are not the weapons of
country of their own. If they had been thinking of thartdoy the world. On the contrary, they haldévine power to
they had left, they would have had opportunityamrn. demolish strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4 NIV). What
Instead, they were longing forteetter country -- a heavenly kind of strongholds? Demonic strongholds of Satani
one Therefore God is not ashamed to be called theid,Gor power! We cannadtvercomethem through human ability
He has prepared a city for theimHebrews 11:13-16 NIV. Also, or carnal wisdom. Only the Divine, Holy Spirit Pemthat we
see Hebrews 11:8-10). receive through Jesus Christ, will win spirituatttes for us!

As a Christian, if your faith and trust are ontythe After God delivered the Jews from slavery in
things you can perceive with your senses, yownate Egypt, they wandered through the desert for 40syear
following Jesus Christ‘For we walk by faith, not in search of their Promised Land (Genesis 12:1-3 &
by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7 KJV):‘Now faith is the 26:3-4). However, the land that God planned te giv
substance of things hoped for, the evidence ofjshin them was not so far away that it should have taken
not seeri (Hebrews 11:1 KJV)) We humans have 40 years to find it. So why the delay? It wasdhse,
five natural senses. They are, sight, hearingetas from God's perspective, their earthly pursuit foe t
touch, and smell. Have you ever heard the expmessi Promised Land symbolized a believer’s pursuit for
“I'll believe it when | see it?” That'sot the attitude Heaven (Hebrews 11:8-10). Therefore, they needed
that God is looking for! False doctrines have edsl to become totally dependent upon God and live by
many Christians to believe that, once they becoora B faith. Here are some metaphors | want to expléthar-
Again, all their troubles will just float away, abd will aoh is symbolic of Satan. The desert represeatsdithly
make them rich, healthy, and important in this worThey believe Kingdom of God, where we will not survive unless live by faith.
they are “King’s Kids.” (See the Apostle Paul'siseal response to And the Promised Land (Exodus 12:25) is a metafdrodeaven.
the Corinthian church pertaining to this doctrineliCorinthians 4:8- Those of you who have been reborn in CHrigtised to beslavesto
14.) However;Jesus said, My kingdom is not of this world. My  sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teachinghich you
kingdom is fromanotherplace™ (John 18:36 NIV). So if you want were entrusted. You have beenfse¢ from sinand have become
all the good things thahis world has to offer, and you want to live slaves to righteousnesgRomans 6:17-18 NIV). Howevér,.l want
like a prince in this world, you have not been daling thetrue  to remind you thathe Lord delivered His people out of Egypt, but
Christianity, but acounterfeit version of it! (See Galatians 1:6-10.)later destroyed those who did not beligy@ude 1:5 NIV). “Did not
Yet to those who are willing to live by faith, aalibw Christ to become believe” means those who refused to trust God despé circum-
“...sovereign Lord...”(2 Peter 2:1 NIV) of their hearts and lives, Jesustances. In this context, the word “believe” dnesmean merely
made us a promise. He sdid,In Me you may have peacén this  acknowledging the existence of God (James 2:19-R@)eangotal
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | havevercomethe trust, confidence, and dependency upon Him. Itsiaang by faith!
world” (John 16:33 NIV. Also, see John 15:19-21 & 17:$-1®sus Now, about Moses. Did Moses claim to be a “Kirgid"? No!
Christ is thePrince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), but the peace He brings dde..Moses was a very humbleman, more humble than anyone else
not come from this world, or the things of this Wdorlt is asuper-  on the face of the earth{Numbers 12:3 NIV). He wasn't interested
natural peace that can only come to those who no longraliter in wealth and prestige. He had received all ofith&gypt (Hebrews
earthly things (1 John 2:15-17), but instead, fimethe Kingdom 11:24-26). Yet God didn’t use him when he was ypand healthy,
of God (Mark 1:15). and had the riches and power of an Egyptian pritded waited until

When the Jews were slaves in Egypt, it was a ofmpiritual Moses was 80 years old before He gave him his tmjnis...God
symbolism of the bondage of sin that enslavesfalsdefore we are chose the.weak things of the worldo shame the strong. He chose
set free by repentance to God (Matthew 4:17 & @Q-dndredemption thelowly things ofthis world and thedespisedhings...so that no one




may boast before Hifh (1 Corinthians 1:27-29 NIV)Most of you began tacrave other foogdand again the Israelites started wailing and
know the story. Moses was obedient, and went paklesto Pharaoh said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! We rememberfigte we ate in
on God's behalf. However, instead of the situatietting better, it Egypt at no cost -- also the cucumbers, melonks|emions and garlic.
got much worse! Not only did Pharaoh refuse tdhetslaves go, but But now we have lost our appetite; we never se¢hamy but this
he made their lives even more miserable (Exodu®b:@nd, typical mannad™ (Numbers 11:4-6 NIV).
of the way that people are, the slaves blamed M@sexlus 5:20-22)! In the days that Jesus walked this earth, hugedsdollowed
Moses went to God in prayer. However, the Lordniaa all con- Him by the thousands when He was healing themingastit demon
cerned. All that had happened was a part of His!pMoses did not spirits, and doing many miracles (Matthew 4:24 3wmich 2:23). They
understand why God didn't just make Pharaoh reldasslaves im- even followed Him for three days into thdernesswithout any
mediately. But he trusted the Lord anyway! Somes$ we believers food, becausthey wanted what He had to offer them!We all like
are put into a situation where there appears twobgay out. We put to receive gifts, and Jesus had the ability to #atvcould never be
our faith in God! However, instead of the problgaing away, it just accomplished through human technology (Mark 5:2@&2@atthew
gets more stubborn. That's the way it was withr&bla! Even though 15:33-38). So they put their trust in Him and ldekt care of their
God used Moses to bring all kinds of afflictiononghe Egyptians, needs, just as His Spirit continues to take catheoheeds of His flock
Pharaoh, like a hugaountain, would not be moved (Exodus 14:10-30).today (Luke 12:32). When the crowds were hundrg,ltord fed
However, Jesus saitl,.if anyone says to thisountain, ‘Go, throw thousands of people with just seven loaves of breadd a few small
yourselfinto the sed and does not doubt in his heart but believes thdish” (Matthew 15:34 NIV. Also, see 14:19-21). Nevel#ss, there
what he says will happen, it will be done for hififark 11:23-24 NIV)  came a time when the miracles and blessings akk¢ara screeching
Of course, that will only apply to those who h&een spiritually halt. The people began to seek the Lord, but whey found Him,
“crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20), and hane&de the will of His response was not what they wanted to h&ksus answered, ‘|
God theirfirst priority (Matthew 6:33, Luke 22:42 & James 4:1-4) tell you the truth, you are looking for Me, not base you saw mirac-
Also, notice that the verfirst Commandment that God gave to Mosesilous signs but because you ate the loaves angdadfill”” (John
was to put God first, before anyone or anything élsour hearts. It 6:26 NIV). In other words, “You haven't been seek-
was," | am the LORD your God, who brought yout of Egypt out ing Me for the right reasons. Instead of lmak
of the land ofklavery You shall have no other gods before Me” for what isspiritual and eternal, you are only
(Exodus 20:2-3 NIV)) Now, Moses had...said to God, ‘Suppose | interested in what isarnal and satisfies your
go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The Godbaf yathers has sent temporary wants and desires (James 4:2-3). How-
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His namd®nTwhat shall ever, that is not in your long-term interest!”
| tell them?’ God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | ANThis is what you (See Mark 8:36-37.) The Lord was say-
are to say to the Israelites: AM has sent me to you.(Exodus 3:13- ing that the people only wanted tijiés
14 NIV). Many centuries later Jesus Christ ansd¢hat question. that He brought, but they did not want
He said,"...| am the way and the truth and the life. No one Christ Himself (John 6:53-58)! They
comes to the Father except through M@bhn 14:6 wanted theearthly bread that would fill
NIV). You might be thinking, “Christ wasn't everoin their stomachs and satisfy them for a few hours
at the time of Moses.” That’s basically the sahierg but they did not want the eterddavenly Breadthat came from God!
that the Pharisees said to the Lord, be- The people were Jewish, so Jesus said to theipur forefathers
cause they would not recognize Him as ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. Bt isethe bread that
God the Son (John 1:10-14). However, comes down from Heaven, which a man may eat andiendtam the
Moses was a descendant of Abraham. A living bread that came down from Heaverif anyone eats of this
Jesus told the Phariseés,before Abraham bread, he will live forever...{John 6:48-51 NIV. Also, see Luke 22:19).
was born) am!” (John 8:58 NIV) He was saying that God the FathefThe manna was symbolic of salvation through JedusiC
is in Heaven. And we will not get to our Promidezhd unless we Now what did the Jews at the time of Moses haveoimmon
pick up our spiritual crosses and follow God tha& Stesus Christ, with their descendants who received the loavediahes from Jesus?
(Matthew 10:38) across the desert and wildernesisi®ivorld. The Even though God had delivered thousands of Jews tiiephysical
desert is also symbolic of the spirit realm in ilh&atan and his demons bondage they suffered in Egypt, they refused tddlerered from
reside (see Luke 11:24). their spiritual bondage of sin! Consequently, God became angry at
There weresnakesin the wilderness as the Jews crossed it. Hothem because of their persistent rebellion. Helitesked them over
did Satan appear to Eve? It was as a snake (seesiSe8:1-5 and and over again. He had brought them safely adhesRed Sea and
Revelation 12:9)! The snakes did not hurt those whre faithful to  drowned their enemies who had pursued them (Exbdiz6-29). In
God, but they killed thousands of those who reldetigainst Him the desert, He had given them quail to eat at @igtitflakes of bread,
(Numbers 21:5-6 & 1 Corinthians 10:7-9)! What Wdbat the Jews called manna, in the morning (Exodus 16:13-15). eWthey were
did that made God so angryThey spoke against God and againstthirsty, He provided them with fresh water out abek (Exodus 17:6.
Moses, and said, ‘Why have you brought us up obggptto die in  Also, see 1 Corinthians 10:3-4). During thoseyfgdars, the Lord even
the desert? There is tiwead There is no water! And wdetest this prevented their clothes and their sandals from ingaut (Deuter-
miserable food!” (Numbers 21:5 NIV). Like many of those whoonomy 29:5)! He put them into a situation whewytivould have to
have been delivered out of the slavery of sin, tlidynot want to go betotally dependent upon Him for help could come from no other
through the desert of testing in order to get ®Romised Land! As source! (See Isaiah 43:11-13 & 63:7-14.) Yetpitesall that God
soon as the tests of faith came along, their appdiegan to rule over did, they continued to rebel against HiffiThey made Him jealous
them, and they no longer desired the inheritanad®fPromised with their foreign gods and angered Him with thedétestable idols.
Land. It was too far off for them, too difficuti teach. They became They sacrificed to demonsvhich are not God, gods they had not
impatient. God had miraculously supplied them \&itiipe oHeavenly  known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fatb&l not fear.
bread known as manna (Exodus 16:31). But after awthiley became You deserted thRock who fathered you; you forgot the God who
bored with it, as many Christians become bored thigh'straight and gave you birth”(Deuteronomy 32:16-18 NIV). That's why every one
narrow” road to Heaven (Matthew 7:13-14Yhe rabble with them of them, except for Joshua and Caleb (Continued On Page 4)




From Egypt To The Promised Land (Continued From Page

(see Numbers 26:65), died in the wilderness andmaade it to the
Promised Land!

This is what Jesus was trying to remind their dedants! It was
“the loaves and the fishes” syndrome! Jesus $@iol,not work for
food that spoils, but for food that endures to edtiife, which the
Son of Man will give you...{John 6:27 NIV). If you are a Born
Again child of God (John 3:3), you are in the sagpe of situation
as were the children of Israel in the days of Mpsesheir Jewish
descendants who followed Christ (Romans 10:12) have received
the blessings of God and have been céllenuit of darkness into His

judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me,dmiit unto all them
also that love His appearing(2 Timothy 4:7-8 KJV. Also, see 1
Corinthians 9:24-25) Unlike so many Christians today, Paul had
not taken his salvation for granted. He séib, | beat my body
and make it my slave so that after | have preadbesthers, | my-
self will not be disqualified for the priz€’l Corinthians 9:27 NIV))
Do not be deceived (Galatians 6:7)! Being a term@ant of Christ
is not a popularity contest in this world (see Lk22-23, 6:26,
21:16-19, John 15:18-19)! And Jesus never saitlitiveould be
easy (John 16:33)!

| read a true story a year or so ago, about sota@@navian
missionaries who were called by God to take thep@lde the African

marvellous light”(1 Peter 2:9 KJV). Nevertheless, as Christiams, wnatives in the early twentieth century. Two yourogiples left the
cannot conduct our lives as the rest of this wddds if we expect to comforts of their homes and families, decidingnéicessary, that
survive the trials and tests of faith that are aldowcome upon this they would give their lives for the call of Chrisivell, everything
world and the church. We can either be of Chrisifdhis world, but went wrong! The second couple had so many problbisthey
we cannot be both (Matthew 6:24 and 2 Corinthiadg-4.7)! As decided to just turn around and head back homeat it one
Jesus said while in prayer to His Fatlienave revealed You to those couple alone in the African jungle to get the Gdspg. However,
whom You gave Me out of the world... | have gthem Your word the situation began to look more and more hopeld@$® natives
andthe world has hated thepor they arenot of the world any more would not let the missionaries set up a camp anyahear their
than | am of the world (John 17:6, 14 NIV. Also, see John 18:36village because they said that it would offend tidrican gods

and Luke 16:13). Therefore, if we are in
Christ, we mustrucify our stubborn hu-
man nature (Galatians 2:20 & 5:24). Puf
it spiritually to death! Our worldly wants
and desires must no longer rule over u
(see James 4:4). If our hearts are truly
changed, our wants and desires chang
too. They now become the wants and de
sires of God, working through us!

The city of Jerusalem, which would
eventually be built by King David, an
earthly king of the Jews, was a figurative,
representation of New Jerusalem, a city
not of this world! ForNew Jerusalem is
a city of holy, human temples (1 Corin-
thians 6:19-20), the collective sum of all
those servants of Christ who have loved
and trusted Him down through the cen-
turies and have bedound worthy of
their eternal Promised Land (see Hebrew!
12:22-23). New Jerusalem is anothet
name for the wife and bride of Christ (Isaia
54:5-8 & Revelation 21:2), theity of promise, the “Promised Land”.
The Apostle Paul said to the church,am jealous for you with a
godly jealousy. promised youo one husbandto Christ, so that |
might present you as a pure virgin to Hif2 Corinthians 11:2 NIV)
When a young couple gets engaged, what does it Inéda apro-
miseto marry and to be faithful to each other! Andhe traditional
Christian wedding service that promise must be méatebetter or
worse, richer or poorer, in sickness and in he#dtisaking all others
till death do you part! Yet, death to the truevaet of Christ is not
really death at all. Itis victory (Philippians2l:and 1 Corinthians

(Deuteronomy 32:17, 1 Corinthians 8:5-6,
Ephesians 4:6 & 1 Timothy 2:5). While
there, the woman gave birth to a baby
daughter. But not long after the baby’s
birth, the young mother developed breast
cancer. Her illness grew worse, and
despite her husband’s prayers, God did
not heal her. The missionary began to
think about all he and his wife had given
up at home in order to follow Christ. It
seemed to him, a total waste! The only
native they were able to reach was a
little black boy who came around to their
camp to visit with the missionary’s wife.
He would sit by her bedside, and she
would tell him about Jesus. He saw how
ill she was and how much she suffered.
And he knew that she had given up
everything in order to follow the will of
God (Matthew 19:27-29). Some time
before she died, the little boy accepted
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. Yet

none of the other natives would go near them! mtssionary buried
his wife and became angry and bitter toward Goe. sk no evi-
dence of fruit (John 15:1-8) from all his labor asaktrifice, and
he returned to his native land, discouraged, argny,feeling totally
defeated.

He gave his daughter away to another Christiapleoand be-
came a drunkard and a bum. To make a long stany, shany years
later, after his daughter was all grown up, shetiaking for her
natural father. She had great news to tell hihe Bad heard about
the tremendous effort that he and her mother haéhputheir mis-

15:54)! It isfinishing the race to Heaven (1 Corinthians 9:24-25, Actsionary work in Africa. And she wanted him to kntvat it was not

20:24, and Hebrews 12:1), across the desert afigestimbing over
every obstacle of sin Satan puts in our way, afelysanaking it to our
Promised Land! We must follow our Bridegroom, 3e€lrist, who
became the example for us all (Hebrews 2:9-10 &1t+3). He did
not shrink back from the will of God the Fathere ébeyedand
submitted to Him, all the way to the cross! ChdsinpletedHis
course for us. He saitl,.lt is finished...” (John 19:30 NIV) At the
end of his life, the Apostle Paul echo8idhave fought a good fight,

allin vain. In that very area that he and herlmothad lived, there
was a great work of God going on. Thousands oicafr people,
former idol worshipers, had accepted Christ asrtBevior and

Lord, and the movement was growing daily! It wearted by an
African man who had learned about Christ as @ Itithy, at the side
of a dying Scandinavian woman who had remainedfiaito her

Lord even unto the end of her life. Of these difft last days in
which we now live, Jesus told us that, as a resfullhe increase of

I havefinished my coursgl have kept the faith: Henceforth there issin “...the love of many shall wax coldBut he that shall endure

laid up for me a crown of righteousness, whichlLthl, the righteous

unto the end the same shall be savedMatthew 24:12-13 KJV).



