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Although this newsletter is distributed in 452reational facil-
ities in 49 states, we have been delighted tolsgtertany Christians
on the outside have been reading this “From Usdw' ¥ection on
our web site. If you're one of them, we invite yimwiew our new
photo section with its pictures of inmates and tdap. They sent
them to us with their testimonials, and/or inma&stimonies. The
best mission field in the country is in the jaitsdaprisons of this
nation! The changes we have seen in those whodwmepted Christ
are amazing! For God loves those who need Hinmihet (see Luke
5:30-32 and Luke 7:36-47). In fact, studies inthcthat the only
proven method of reducing recidivism is by reaclpnigoners with

TO YOU

become desensitized by the appeals of ministetiseozospel. In
Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus tells a story about a Wwedltaster who
gives each of His servants some money to investdéfe departs on
a journey. When He returns He discovers that tivthem have
doubled His investment and returned it to Him. B third has
buried it in the ground, symbolic of the man whostes the Lord’s
resources by sinking it into earthly pursuits. ®éostill, the servant
tried to blame his Master for it! His Master sditfpu wicked, lazy
servant! ...You should have put My money on degpikithe bankers,
so that when | returned | would have received @tlbaith interest...’
Throw that worthless servant outside, into the dads, where there

the Gospel! And thewant to hear it! Their hunger for the Bread ofwill be weeping and gnashing of teetiMatthew 25:26-30 NIV.

life (Luke 22:19 & John 6:48-51) is so great tha @annot get our Also, see Luke 17:7-10). Those who think thatgrisimates aren’t

material out fast enough to satisfy the demandérétfore, although worth reaching with the Gospel should read Mattli®23-35 and

this newsletter is usually written for the inmatkss month’s’From  Luke 18:9-14.

Us To You” section is primarily for our web browsers! Among the property that has suffered the mosndtttis year’s
Despite talk of a drop in crime, the overall natural disasters has been very expensive homes!

rate is still very high! The total number of statg Vineyards that used to produce abundant fruit have

and federal prisoners more than doubled in th been experiencing all kinds of woes. Farms and

United States from 1985 to 1996! In 1996, thd valleys across the nation have been plagued with

prison population expanded by about 55,900 in
mates, reaching a record 1,182,000 at year’s enjj!
By late 1996, state prisons were operating at 164p
to 24% over their capacity. Federal prisons had|p
rate 0f25%. And government statistics show th4
39.9% of all paroles are revoked! There’s also &
alarming trend. The highest rate of recidivism
46.5%, takes place among juveniles under 1§
Of this group, 10.4% are returned to prison fo

N

troubles galore. (See Isaiah 5:8-12.) All of the
damage will be costly to fix! God is saying, “iby

are not going to support the work of My Kingdom
(John 18:36 & Luke 22:28-29), | will render justice
upon yours. If you will not feed My sheep (John
21:15-17), yours will go hungry. If you will not
nourish My vineyard (see John 15:1-7), yours will
suffer hardship. Since you have no compassion
for those in the valley of need (see Psalm 23:4),

murder and 13% for assault. One might thin}
that all of this would cause anxiety among votbtsd,it hasn't. Sur-
veys show that most Americans have been contehttiair lifestyle
and the direction of the nation! So, what accofmtshis? It is be-
cause, at this writing, the economy is still doingl! Yet we do not
believe that this will continue much longer! FbetLord has told
us, through scripture (Malachi 3:8-14), that Hanigry at this nation,
especially His wayward flock. For although God bagn blessing
Americans financially, it imot being invested in thBank of Heaven
(Matthew 6:19-21)! Our own funding has droppedhtically from
that of a few years ago. We have discussed tliissivhilar ministries
and they, too, are hurting. “People don’t wangitee to the work of
the Lord anymore,” is the usual response. In 1@@Swere forced to
discontinue our Bible distribution program in priso We had thought
that by 1998 we would have the funding to restor@&ut that hasn’t
happened! Nor have we been able to restore oisieter tanonthly
circulation.

Yes, Christians will support their local churchelsen those

| will flood the valleys where you live. Since you
have not built on the solid Rock of Christ Jesusiitew 7:24-27,
Ephesians 2:19-20 and 1 Peter 2:5-6), | will moweryhouses off of
the rock! “For | was hungry and you gave Me nothing to eatjds
thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink, ...I véask and inprison
and you did not look after Me{Matthew 25:42-43 NIV). People
think that Jesus was speaking generally aboubelpbor and needy.
But He wasn’t! He said,|“was hungry,” I was in prison” and|"
was naked.” Remember what Jesus said to SaulretiFa..Saul,
Saul, why do you persecie?” (Acts 9:4 NIV). Saul wasn't perse-
cuting people at random. He was attackingctihgrch, theBride of
Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2)! For just as Eve caeof the broken
body of Adam (Gen. 2:21-24), the church came otli@broken body
of Christ (John 19:34). So we who are in Chrigt & God’s eyes,
one fleshwith Him (Ephesians 5:29-32). Americans are geusr
when it comes to social programs, even to peoptehelve no regard
for the Lord and prefer to worship idols. But Gsdnore concerned
with His children (John 1:12-13)hereverthey may be! Fdf...Man

churches develop a social club atmosphere. Religas become a does not live on bread alone, but on every word ¢oanes from the

big business in the United States! Some churateesualding health
clubs on their premises, coffee shops, boutiques eaen bowling
alleys! But when it comes to getting out the Gbgielesus Christ
(Matthew 28:19-20), most people are no longer@stexd! They have

mouth of God"(Matthew 4:4 NIV). We hope that this month’s elg;j

“Truth, Light, And The Servant of God” will be a blessing to

those who suffer rejection due to their commitrmentesus Christ.
In the Lord’s service we remaifzic and Anne Kaestner



Trat, Hght anc vhe Servant of Ged

There has been an advertisement on televisiomtigoghere
two women are sitting at a kitchen table togethrarking coffee.
The older woman comments on how good it tastegtaglounger
woman agrees. Then she looks at her companiorsays] “Would
you believe that this is decaffeinated?” In a firaice the other wo-
man responds with one word, “No.” Her companigrssd can show
you the can.” “You don't need to show me the déwe’older woman
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flocks, and bring word back to me.(Genesis 37:14 NIV). Joseph
had a difficult time finding them because they wérehere they were
expected to be. But when he finally dfd,they saw him in the
distance, and before he reached them, they pladtkdl him. ‘Here
comes that dreamer!’ they said to each other. ‘€amaw, let’s Kill
him... Then we’ll see what comes of his drear(iS&nesis 37:18-20
NIV). What would make Joseph’s brothers hate hinmsich? He

states. Her expression and composure remainasidistubborn. She was their own flesh and blood, their little brothétis mother had

has already reached her own conclusions on theecaifid doesn’t
want to see any evidence to the contrary. Thatastly the way many

died recently. They should have loved him andéeaim as family.
But they could not love Joseph. Because they dehsecall of God

people are about Christianity! They have formealrtbwn ideas on his life and they resented it! For Joseph fialithserved the Lord,
about what thewant to believe, or they have been indoctrinated frorwhile they were self-willed and rebellious. Joseyds a part of the
an early age into accepting some particular idgoldgmd no matter Kingdom of God (Mark 1:15). Therefore, he was #amin this
how strong the evidence may be to the contrary, itieise to accept sinful world (see John 17:9-17, Ephesians 2:19réleb 11:13 and 1
any other position. Logically this makes no seatsall. For why Peter 2:11), separated spiritually even from highmers of the flesh.
would someone prefer to believe a lie than thé®uivVhy would they They hated Joseph because he lived in the Lighttfiéa 5:14 and
tenaciously follow a roadmap that leads them inviheng direction Ephesians 5:8) but they preferred darkne&sd light destroys
when there is so much at stake? This is the redsonight has come darkness and exposes the truth!That's why light and darkness do
into the world, but men loved darkness insteadgbt because their not mix (see 2 Corinthians 6:14). It's why thelBitells us td...come
deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hatetight and will out from them and baparate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing,
not come into the light for fear that his deedd il exposed. But and | will receive you”(2 Cor. 6:17 NIV. Also, see 1 John 2:16-17).

whoever lives by th&euth comes into the light, so that

Despite his brothers’disdain, God protected Josep

it may be seen plainly that what he has done has be

So, instead of killing him, they decided to sethhio

done through God(John 3:19-21 NIV). Many years ago
| was watching a television show in which threegtans
were dressed totally in black and their faces wara-
ouflaged with makeup. They were climbing into as®
through a window. Suddenly my sister asked, “Way d
the characters always dress like that wheneveree
scenes like this?” | responded, “It is becausedark
out and they don’t want to be seen.” People whttdo
want to be noticed will always prefer darknessghtl
They can blend into the shadows and do their work

slave traders heading for Egypt. Then they liegv(R
21:8) to Jacob and told him that Joseph had died.
Joseph remained faithful to God regardless of the
circumstances. Even after he was accused of & crim
he did not commit and was sent to prison (Genesis
39:20), Joseph would not acquiesce to sin. There-
fore, although he went through some very diffigelérs,
the Lord eventually raised him up to become thermséc
most important man in all of Egypt. And, many year

unobserved. But if you turn a spotlight on such L

fulfilled. Consequently, his brothers repentethefway

person he will be revealed, and everyone will seatw
he has tried to hide. Jesus Christ gpatlight into the

they had treated him (see Genesis 42:21-22). Mergo
it was through Joseph that God saved all of highiers and their

later, the dreams that God had given to Joseph were

darkness of sin! His Holy Light (John 8:12) exmotee families from starvation (Genesis 45:4-8). You, a4 always likes
evil in the human heart. to compare itself to evil, never to virtue. Theisb drinker (see
That’s why the Bible tells us tthave nothing to do with Deuteronomy 21:18-21 and 1 Corinthians 5:11) weill himself, “|
the fruitless deeds of darkness, but ratbguose them. For it is may get drunk occasionally, but | am morally supreio that alcoholic
shameful even to mention what the disobedient dedénet. But who sleeps in the street.” The woman who gosg3drinthians
everything exposed by the light becomes visifiighesians 5:11-13 12:20, Romans 1:29 & 1 Timothy 5:13) will thinkterself, “I may
NIV). No man or woman of God should ever coveeuvih Of course, like to gossip but I'm a better person than thatpdifter over there.”
that will not make you very popular with the woyldblk. For example, Have you noticed, these days, that politiciansaselbase their cam-
the Bible tells us about a teenager named Joddplwas a righteous paigns on their own qualifications for the job?e¥twould rather tell
young man who loved and served the Lord. His fathecob, had you why you shouldn’t vote for their opponent! Yeee, sin is not the
a special love for him because he was the firstlsomof Rachel, evil that people do. It is the attitude of the@ahnt! The religious
Jacob’s favorite wife, who had died. So he tredtesph better than leaders in the days of Jesus thought that they teireg righteous
his other sons. However, Joseph’s ten half-bretdespised him, by abstaining from certain foods. But Jesus daéd it's not what
especially those born to his father’s two concubin€he situation goesinto the mouth that makes a man unclean. It is whaesout
got even worse after Joseph told his father atbmuevil deeds they of it. Becausé...the things that come out of the mouth come from
had committed (Genesis 37:2). Their hostility im vas so strong theheart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’” For out of #ertcome
that they'...could not speak a kind word to hinfGenesis 37:4 NIV). evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immoralityeft, false testi-
Nevertheless, God was with Joseph and He had plaas for his mony, slander. These are what make a man ‘uncleafMatthew
life. The Lord revealed them to him in dreamst Bhen Joseph tried 15:18-20 NIV). These sins originate in the heé# person who will
to share them with his family, his brothers’ hatiedreased. Even not yield his spirit to the Spirit of God (Psalm:F& Isaiah 30:1).
his father failed to realize the Divine naturelt# dreams and joined Such people don't see themselves as they reallgerause they
Joseph’s brothers in rebuking him (Genesis 37:10)en, one day, live in the darkness of sin. And they want to remia the darkness
while his brothers were supposedly tending to tieep, his father said because they don't want to face the fact that #neyevil (Mark 10:18
to him,“...Go and see if all is well with your brothers &mvith the & Luke 11:13). So they view themselves as victins their mind,




their troubles are always caused by someone &@séwhen they Jesus was hated for the same reason. He expasbkydocrisy
come into contact with a righteous man who refusesn against of the religious leaders of His day, often in paeab Some of them
God, they will hate him. For he becomes a mirhat reflects (see pertain to a vineyard. It is a plot of land whgrapes are grown. In
Romans 8:29) the illumination of Christ (Matthewl &} into the a good year, it can be quite valuable, becausedyzes good fruit
darkness in their hearts. | remember a job | led aashier in a that is used to make wine. And wine can selharg high price. So,
supermarket in 1971 while | was attending schoaigtit. The other the vineyard must be carefully cultivated. Speatééntion must be
cashiers regularly stole packs of chewing gum fileenstands in front given to thevine, because everything the grapes receive cdimmesgh

of their registers. But when | refused to do ttiiey resented me. the vine. If the branches are separated froneit #ill not grow good
Because, in this sinful worl&truth is nowhere to be found, and who- fruit (see John 15:1-5). And...every tree that does not produce
ever shuns evil becomes a prey(lsaiah 59:15 NIV). Backslidden good fruit will be cut down and thrown into theefir(Luke 3:9 NIV).
believers are especially able to sense when a maoman has the Now take a look at Isaiah 5:1-7 where the Lordulises the vineyard
call of God on their life, and they will dislikeghperson without just He planted. He speaks of the digging He did, émeaval of stones
cause. Such was the case when a shepherd boy Dawviddvas sent from the soil (Mark 4:5 & 4:16), and the watchtowreat He built. He
by his father, Jesse, to deliver some lunch toliisr brothers who made a winepress in order to turn the grapes iirte {lLuke 5:37-39,
were fighting a battle against the Philistinestefhe arrived, David John 2:1-10, Acts 2:1-18 & Ephesians 5:18). Howeatter all of
became alarmed and angry when he heard one ofilistiRes, a that work and expenst,.He looked for a crop of good grapes, but
giant named Goliath, mocking the Hebrews and blesphg their it yielded only bad fruit’(Isaiah 5:2 NIV). The church is God’s vine-
God. That's because the Philistines were pagamspuhtheir trust  yard! In Mark 12:1-9 the men who rent the vineyard the same as
in worthless idols (Psalms 96:5). At that time #iews were the only the hirelings that attend His sheep. The vineygaes not belong to

race on earth that served God. However, all afl& strong fighting
men were terrified of Goliath! But, David lived Bjith, not by sight
(2 Corinthians 5:7). Therefore, when Eliab, hidedit brother, saw
the righteous indignation in him, and noticed thavid had more
courage than the entire Hebrew army;.hburned with anger at him
and asked, ‘Why have you come down here? Andaluitim did you
leave those few sheep in the desert? | know hoeeited you are
and how wicked your heart is; you came down onlywatch the
battle.” ‘Now what have | done?’ said David. ‘Caheven
speak?” (1 Samuel 17:28-29 NIV). In reality David wasn't
conceited at all!
for such a high calling if he had not been meek ang
humble before the Lord (2 Samuel 22:28, Zephania
3:12, Matthew 5:5 & 1 Peter 5:5-6). But the ariompt
that God placed upon David (see 1 Samuel 16:13)
was despised by his family.
When the prophet Samuel told Jesse that GO
wanted to make one of his sons the next king aklsr
Jesse brought them before Samuel. But he didethev
bother to call David! Samuel met each one of Davidoth-
ers, but the Lord did not choose any of them (1 &&rh6:5-10).

So, finally, Samuel asked, “Are these all the sgms have?” Jesse

responded, “There is still the younger son, bus hest a shepherd!”
Yet he's the one God wanted to watch over His slilsgiah 53:6)!

David was no hireling! (See John 10:11-15.) Heetbthe sheep
enough to fight for them and protect them from whiel beasts. He
said,"...Your servant has been keeping his father’s phe#/hen a
lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep fromftbck, | went after
it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouithen it turned on
me, | seized it by its hair, struck it and killed {1 Samuel 17:34-35
NIV). Like God who called him, David was willing tgive his life

them, just as the sheep do not belong to themrefdre, they don't
care about either one. Worse still, despite tineiocent appearance,
they have a murderous naturét harvest time He sent a servant to
the tenants to collect from them some of the &fuibe vineyard. But
they seized him, beat him and sent him away engptged” (Mark
12:2-3 NIV). This continued with many more sergarit..Some of
them they beat, others they killed. He had oniédesiend,

a Son, whom He loved. He sent Him last of allirgpy
‘They will respect My Son.” But the tenants saidhe
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill Hiemd the inher-

itance will be ours™(Mark 12:5-7 NIV). The servants were

the prophets, many of whom died at the hands ofedc
religious leaders (Luke 11:48-51). The Son isgé&rist,
whom they would also kill. But, through His deaiid
resurrection, He gave life to those who love Hiwh@J

12:23-24). So what was the inheritance that thartts
wanted to steal? It was the fruit of God’s vineljaihe
honor and glory should go to Christ alone, bug &tolen

away by the hirelings. The love and adoration khga
to the heir, Jesus Christ, but people worship jdalmts,
and their religious leaders instead (see Matthéw 4:

Acts 14:11-18 & 1 Corinthians 3:4-9). The soulshafse

whom Christ redeemed should be the inheritancheof t

Lord. But multitudes of souls are lost and wié etithout

their Redeemer (Isaiah 54:5 & Job 19:25-27), bexthespeople were
taught to follow the hireling instead of the Godukherd (Jeremiah
23:1-4 & Ezekiel 34:2-25).

After Jesus told His parable, what was their resp@ “The
teachers of the law and the chief priests lookedfaway to arrest
Him immediately, because they knew He had spoksmpé#nable
against them. But they were afraid of the peolaike 20:19 NIV.

for the sheep. The Bible often compares falseh@tspto beasts (see Also, see Mark 11:18). Why did they hate Jesusigoh? It was

Matthew 10:16, Acts 20:29-30, 1 Corinthians 15:BReter 5:8, 2
Peter 2:12, Psalm 57:4 & Ezekiel 22:25). That'saose, although
they appear externally as innocent lambs, it isgdacade. Fdr..in-

wardly they are ferocious wolvegMatthew 7:15 NIV). David was
saying, “I've fought wild beasts before. So wtisathis giant to me?”
Yet Eliab accused him of conceit for the same nedisat backsliders

always accuse the righteous. It wasn't really Ddkat he resented.

It wasGod working through him, exposing the darkness in lEsia
heart! For there is nothing Satan hates morelibany exposedtAnd
no wonder, for Satan himselfasquerades as anangel of light. It is
not surprising, then, if his servantsasguerade as servants afight-
eousness. Their end will be what their actions deser¢@"Corinthians
11:14-15 NIV).

because He told them the truth! However, Jesus’'ijast disliked
by the religious leaders. His earthly half-brothalso failed to recog-
nize Him as the Son of God! They even encouraged.ord to go
to “...Judea because the Jews there were waiting ke tdis life...
Jesus’ brothers said to Him, “You ought to leave laed go to Judea,
so that Your disciples may see the miracles YolNdoone who wants
to become a public figure acts in secret. Sinae afe doing these
things, show yourself to the world.” For even bBign brothers did
not believe in Him”(John 7:1-5 NIV). When Jesus went back for a
visit to the village of Nazareth, where He had bessed, the town
fathers treated Him with contemptiHe began to teach in the syna-
gogue, and many who heard Him were amazed. ‘Wherhid man
get these things?'they asked. ‘What's (Continued On Page 4)



rrath, Lght enc The Servant« (Continued From Page 3)  bragged about the fine clothes his father gave hinier version,

Joseph’s brothers had good reason to dislike hitmey were the
this wisdom that has been given Him, that He exsms dniracles! good guys and Joseph was a rotten kid. Eventdafgph realized
Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's soncite brother of James, what “a bad brother” he had been because he tiglsl ¢a his broth-
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't His sisters héte wg?’” And ers and had expected them to wait on him. Intseaothing could

they took offense at Him(Mark 6:2-3 NIV). In essence they werebe further from the truth! The deceptive slanth@ story book is
saying, “Who does He think He is? What gives Himitight to have just another example of Satan’s stealth approachistead people
this power and authority, and even work miraclés®grew up in this into accepting a counterfeit Christianity (see Zi@hians 11:3-4 &

town. We know His whole familyHe’s no better than we are! He'sGalatians 1:6-12). Another example of this is Bilale dictionary

just the son of Joseph the carpenter.” So if ysua Christian, are
also experiencing this type of hostility from ydamily and commun-
ity, you’re in very good company. For if Jesuseiged it, we, His
servants, will as well! The Lord said,Only in his hometown, among
his relatives and in his own house is a propheteut honor” (Mark
6:4 NIV). Jesus knew that His natural family didpélieve that He
was the Messiah. That's why, on one occaskfhile Jesus was still
talking to the crowd... Someone told Him, “Youthleoand brothers
are standing outside, wanting to speak to You.tepéed to him, ‘Who
is My mother, and who are My brothers?’ PointingHis disciples,
He said, ‘Here are My mother and My brothers. Rdroever does
the will of My Father in Heaven is My brother arnster and mother™
(Matthew 12:46-50 NIV. Also, see Mark 3:21).

The half-brothers of Jesus resented Him. For lde hight
and they lived in darkness. Oh sure, they had ttgdigion.
But they were missing the most important part of
Judaism, their Redeemer! For it seemed im
plausible to them that their Messiah would
be born into their own family. Let's go back
to the story of Joseph because | want you
see the parallel between the accounts of J
sus and Joseph. It wasn't strangers who hatd
Joseph the most. It was his own brothers! Thd
were not pagans. They were Israelites! So
wasn't that they didn’t know the difference be
tween right and wrong. They knew it! But the
deliberately chose to do what was evil! Para
doxically, Jesus Christ came into this world as
Jew, yet it was the Jews, those of His own rac
who hated Him the most (see Mark 11:18 & Luke
23:13-15)! He"...was in the world, and though
the world was madéhrough Him, the world did
not recognize Him. He came to that which \was
own, but His own did not receive Him(John 1:10-11 NIV). But
if they had not rejected Him, He would not haverbtee Messiah!
For it was prophesied that the Redeemer wouldl.lespised and
rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiahwitffering. Like

that | purchased years ago. The front of the bistkthe names and
degrees of a multitude of theologians who had reked and written
it. Most of them were college professors and deabd divinity. But,
when | started reading the passage in the booktalssus Christ,
and His relationship with the Pharisees, | was Hpp#o discover
that it was written from the perspective of the idees! Jesus was
not treated as Deity. As with the woman who witbi children’s
book, the authors portrayed good as evil and evg@od (Isaiah
5:20). Christ was depicted as a troublemaker wiemly defied the
laws of the religious leaders. The Pharisees wapposedly the
sympathetic characters who simply did not undetany Jesus
treated them with such contempt. Actually, it dtait be surprising
that the authors chose to side with the Phariségesny grandmother
used to say, “Birds of a feather flock togetheftiey were simply
defending their own! Two thousand years may have
passed since the Lord walked this earth, but thé de
hasn’'t changed one bit! Satan is a liar and sdiare
children (see John 8:42-45, 1 John 2:4 & 4:20), who
live according to their natural sinful nature (1riGe
thians 2:14). That is why we must be reborn in

a vested interest in keeping people in the dark (2
Thessalonians 2:9-12 & 2 Corinthians 4:3-6)!
Have you been rejected and despised by
your brothers because you choose to live for
God? As the Lord said to Samuegl,it is not
you they have rejected, but they have rejected
Me as their king"(1 Samuel 8:7 NIV). The
blood of righteous martyrs has left a crimson
stain down the corridors of time. They would

not compromise on their faith even when it meant
cer
their suffering, they have preserved for us, a gaith. We do
not compromise because if truth is compromisecedomes a lie.
Moreover, our God is..the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the Beginning and the En@Revelation 22:13 NIV). There
is no gray area with Him (see James 1:17)! Yohegilove and

A
th (see Hebrews 11:35-38). Therefareugh

one from whom men hide their faces He was despiaddye esteemed serve Him or you don’t (Revelation 3:16). We ailgnms in a

Him not” (Isaiah 53:3 NIV. Also, see Hebrews 5:7-9). bBhathers
of Joseph were jealous of him (Genesis 37:3-&Kewise, the Jewish
religious leaders were jealous of Jesus (see Mafk10). Joseph’s
father sent him to his brothers to see how theythadheep were
doing. But when they saw him in the distance, thieyted to kill
him. In like manner, God sent His Son, Jesus, thte world
(John 3:16) to the shepherds of His sheep (Matttie24 and Luke
4:16- 21). As with Joseph, Jesus brought a baortegainst them
(see Matthew 15:7-9 and 23:13-33) and they plariaddll Him
(Matthew 26:3-4)!

However, hypocrisy comes in many forms. | haveoek in
my office called “Bible Stories For Little ChildrénOn the surface,
it has the most innocent appearance. The covdait@na color
drawing of a shepherd boy, dressed in Biblicatativatching over
his flock. But when | began to read one of theistol was shocked!
It was about Joseph. However, in this case, tieadescribed him
as being a “spoiled boy” who told tales on his oldeothers and

world that is hostile to the truth! That's why dessaid,'If the
world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me fityou belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. Assityou do not
belong to the world, but | have chosen you ouhefworld. That
is why the world hates you. Remember the worg®kes to you:
‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If thegrgecuted Me, they
will persecute you also. If they obeyed My teaghihey will obey
yours also. They will treat you this way becaus#g name, for
they do not know the One who sent M&3shn 15:18-21 NIV. Also,
see Luke 6:26 and Matthew 5:11-12). Remain inine and do
not be discouraged by the rumblings of the worltbiad you (see
Psalm 37). For those who build their house on laingt carnal
will fall by the wayside (see Matthew 13:4 and 18:Matthew
7:24-27, 1 Corinthians 3:11 and Ephesians 2:19-2)t when
we build our house upon the faith and trust we hiav€hrist
Jesus;...the gates of Hell shall not prevail against iifMatthew
16:18 KJV).

order to get into Heaven (John 3:3). For Satan has



