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As we begin another year with the Lord, it is mireder of how
fast time passes. It seems that there are newvegkrhours in each
day to accomplish the things that need to be ddieéthose of us who
love and serve Jesus Chtfistive by faith, not by sight(2 Corinthians
5:7 NIV). That is not easy to do! For it goesiagbour carnal, human
nature. Mortal man wants to control his own dgstven to choose
what he will or will not do for God. But God daast operate that way!
(See Isaiah 55:9-11.) Have you been thoroughlyioced that the

Lord has told you to do a certain thing but, ansm®you set out to ac-

complish it, everything went wrong? That's the itayas for Moses!

TO YOU

Eventually, Pharaoh gave in and decided to freeskives. For
Israel, it was a time of celebration! Not only wéie Israelites freed
but they were also able to plunder their captorseds(Exodus 3:22)!
Then, just at that moment when everything looked@aderful, death
loomed on the horizon! Pharaoh had changed hid!miip longer
did he want the slaves back. He wanted them kilkeghin, the Israel-
ites began to blame Moses. They saidyVas it because there were
no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desedie? What
have you done to us by bringing us out of EgygEXodus 14:11
NIV). Have you ever led a sinner to repentandghrist only to have

The Lord told Moses:....I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring My them grow angry at you when they face their fiestg of faith? *I

people the Israelites out of EgyEZxodus 3:10 NIV). In Bible typol-
ogy Egypt is a metaphor for this world. So, whea slaves were
delivered out of Egypt, it was the spiritual eqleve of people being
set free from the bondage of sin (Galatians 4:@uhh Jesus Christ.
Now, under the circumstances, it would seem logical _ .
to assume that the Lord would make it easy fGi
Moses to accomplish his mission. That assumptig
would be wrong! Becausthe LORD said to Moses, -
‘When you return to Egypt, see that you perform b
fore Pharaoh all the wondetsave given you the
powerto do. But | will harden his heart so that
he will not let the people gb (Exodus 4:21 NIV). ./,
That is exactly the way i$ with many Christians!
As soon as we attempt to do what Christ tells us
do, every roadblock imaginable gets in our way. O"
the surface, it looks as if Satanagning the battle. &
That obstacle seems like a mountain and we feel
tiny in comparison to it (Matthe@1:21-22). Sowe -
look to Christ for our strength! THeord will fight
for us, as long as we remain in His will (see John
15:7). However, God not only wants to win the leathe wants
to make the enemy grovel in defeat!

Moses was obedient to the Lord and went and sfoRbaraoh.
However, instead of getting better, the situatiest got worse! Not only
did Pharaoh refuse to let the slaves go, but heerttaglr lives even
more miserable (Exodus 5:6-9). And, typical of wey that people are,
the slaves blamed Moses for their troubles (Ex&d2@-22)! Moses
was confused and he prayed about the matter. diét dinderstand
why God had brought so much trouble upon him. lButhose to
trust the Lord anyway! Sometimes we believers arerpgatd situation
where there appears to be no way out. We putaithrin God. How-
ever, instead of the problem going away, it juss geore stubborn.
With Moses, this situation continued time afterginEven though
Moses had performed many miracles before PharamhGad had
been bringing all kinds of afflictions upon the Bgwans, Pharaoh,
like any mountain, would not be moved. You seigh may look
scary to us humans, but our Creator isn’t fazetheyn at all! He
knows what He is going to do! He also knows that¢loser Satan
comes to winning the battle, the worse he will fgken that victory
is pulled away from him. And God loves to watchttbld serpent
(see Revelation 20:2) squirm!

was better off before | came to Christ,” they mighy. However,
Jesus said,..No one who puts his hand to the plow and |oo&sk

is fit for service in the kingdom of GodLuke 9:62 NIV). God isn't
interested in people who refuse to trust Him! Nthadess, the Lord

is patient with us;...not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentan¢g”Peter 3:9
NIV). So He brought deliverance to the children of
Israel. “...Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and all that nighthe LORD drove the sea back
with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land
The waters were divided, and the Israelites went
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water
on their right and on their left. The Egyptiang-pu
sued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots
and horsemen followed them into the s@@axodus

—  14:21-23 NIV).

Moses stepped out in faith and was used by
God. But it was not by the power of Moses that the
Jews were able to escape their oppressors. It was
by the Power of God! (See Zechariah 4:6.) Yes, th
enemy was close behind and the Jews were afraith tBe Israelites
and the Egyptians were in the same sea togetloeth& Jews it was
the sea of salvation, but for the Egyptians it Inee@ sea of death!
“Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, arthgbreak the sea
went back to its place. The Egyptians were fletmgard it, and the
LORD swept them into the sea. The water flowe# bad covered
the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pblar¢éhat had
followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one efittsurvived. But the
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, &itliall of water on
their right and on their left. That day the LORBved Israel from
the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the &agyplying dead
on the shore. And when the Israelites saw thet g@aer the LORD
displayed against the Egyptians, the people fetired ORD and put
their trust in Him and in Moses His servarfEZxodus 14:27-31 NIV).
Yes, Pharaoh and his mighty army seemed like a taoutihat could
not be crossed. However, Jesus said that if we faéth, that mountain
will be plucked up and thrown into the sea! (Sesthew 21:21-22.
Also, see Jeremiah 17:5-8.)

This month’s main article $Successful Christian Living.” We
hope that it will be a source of enlightenment loge to all who read it.
Have a blessed and happy new year evergaetud Aune Kaeibner



Sueceessiul Christian Living
Bq Aune Kaedlsrer

If you are a Christian, you are probably familidth the term  the difference based on spiritugifts, because Jesus warned us that
“successful Christian living.” For years, churcherchants, and re- “...false Christs and false prophets will appeardgmerform great
ligious groups have flooded the market with boakagazines, videos, signs and miracles to deceiwven the elect--if that were possible...”
audio tapes, seminars, and radio and televisiowsladl designed to (Matthew 24:24-25 NIV). Satan can fake the gift&od! He did it
teach the child of God how to become successfohiist. But are they in the days of Moses (Exodus 7:11, 22, 8:7. Adse, 8:18-19 & 9:11)
doctrinally correct? For Jesus sdidpt everyone who says to Me, and he is also doing it during these last daysedi @ Timothy 3:1-7)!
‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of Heaven, artly he who does In fact, the Apostle Paul saitllust as Jannes and Jambres opposed
the will of My Father who is in HeaverfMatthew 7:21 NIV). So how Moses, so also these men oppose the truth--megpedved minds,
do we know the difference between what is reaiyfiGod and what who, as far as the faith is concerned, eagected (2 Timothy 3:8
is mere lip-service (Mark 7:6-7)? There are onlg tvays. The first NIV). Bible scholars have determined that JanmesJambres were
is consistency. Is it consistent with the teackin§Christ and His two of themagiciansin Pharaoh’s court. This is why | disagree with
Apostles? The second is by the fruit (Matthew 7209 that it pro- the doctrine pertaining to the Baptism in the H8}jrit that states
duces. The Apostle Paul told the Galatians thexetis a counterfeit that it must be accompanied by “the evidence oékjpg in other
gospeblwithin the church! He wrote to them sayifigam astonished tongues.” It is because the gift of tongues (lirffloians 12:10) is pre-
that you are so quickly deserting the one who dajteu by the grace cisely that, aift, not afruit! And Jesus never said, “You will know
of Christ and are turning ta different gospelwhich is really no gos- them by their gifts.” He saitBy their fruit you will recognize them...”
pel at all. Evidently some people are throwing yda confusion and (Matthew 7:16 NIV).
are trying topervert the gospedf Christ. Buieven if we or an angel So it doesn’t matter how many spiritual gifts asp@ may have,
from Heavenshould preach a gospether thanthe one we preached or that they can draw a large crowd. It doesrénematter that they are
to you, let him be eternally condemnedGalatians 1:6-8 NIV). eloquent and have what is perceived as an anairfiiagthe Antichrist
People think of angels as being holy and obed@®idd. However, will come with great powers of persuasion (Dani@i3825). In like
“...Satan himself masquerades as an angel of lighis not surpris- manner, all the forerunners to the Antichrist (hr@:18) will be the
ing, then, if his servants masquerade as servdniglteousness...” same way! The Apostle Peter told us that theswichehls"...are
(2 Corinthians 11:14-15 NIV). _ springs without waterand mists driven by a storm. Blackdatk-

Paul was saying, “I don’t care who tells you some-jilif* nessis reserved for them{2 Peter 2:17 NIV.
thing different. There is onlgnetrue = - - Also, see Ezekiel 22:26-29). Jesus Christ
Gospel of Jesus Christ! It is toaly way ——————__———— s the Light of the world (John 8:12), but
of getting to Heaven! It has already beer———"— ‘Wﬁ:';if these people live in spiritual darkness! Jesuatstha
given to the church by Christ and the Apos- woman by the well;...If you knew the gift of God
tles, and it must not be altered, added to, or_.— ¥\ *s . and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would
diminished! Unlike many in the church =~ 17 have asked Him and He would have given you
today, Paul, the man who wrote half of the New == living water’ (John 4:10 NIV). The wo-
Testament of Jesus Christ, did not take his own \ man didn’t understand. For all she knew
salvation for granted (1 Corinthians 9:25- - was the carnal realm around her. Water, to
27. Also, see 2 Timothy 4:7-8). He never £ her, was that colorless liquid that quenches
assumed that because he had once becorﬁe_-v «"our thirst. But Jesus said to her,Every-
Born Again (John 3:3) and had been used™ ' " one who drinks this water will be thirsty
mightily by God, that he could slack off, drift baio his prior world- again, but whoever drinks the water | give him waler thirst. In-
liness (1 John 2:15-17) and still get to Heavea {s€orinthians 9:27). deed, the water | give him will becoménim aspring of waterwelling
Likewise, Paul made every effort to warn the chultat we need to up toeternal lifé’ (John 4:13-14 NIV). So Peter was telling us that
remain faithful to Christ in word and deed so thatwill not be cut these false prophets are devoid of the very thiagthey promise to
away from Him, our Holy Vine (John 15:1-6. Alsegsl.uke 3:8-9). give people, the well of eternal life! They dohdve it, because they
In his letter to the Roman church, he reminded theah Christ, our don’t have Christ in their hearts.

Savior, did not come into this world through then@es, but through They may know their Bibles very well, but so dtdesdevil! He
the Jews. Most of the Bible was written by Jevsd all of the even used it to tempt Jesus (Matthew 4:5-6. AlsePsalm 91:11-12).
original prophets and Apostles were Jewish. Neetgss, when the They may have spent a lot of time in prayer, buvat? The Mos-
Jews, who had been God’s chosen people (Genedi8 48d Isaiah lems do a lot of praying as well! So do religidesvs, and the Hindus,
48:8-9), rebelled against Him and refused to adbeatown Messiah and many other religious groups. The mere actafipg alone does
(John 1:11), God turned to the Gentiles insteads(A8:46).“Con-  not necessarily indicate that the person’s heartig with God (see
sider therefore the kindness and sternness of &edaness to those James 4:3-4 & 5:16). The Bible says thathere is one God and one
who fell, but kindness to you, provided that youtiooie in His kind- mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jedu3imothy
ness. Otherwise, you also will be cut fiRomans 11:22 NIV). 2:5 NIV). He is the Vine and we who love Chrigk ¢he branches.

Satan knows that our eternal destination of Hedepends totally Moreover, we cannot grow our own fruit for God! dBase Jesus said
upon whether or not we remain in Christ. Therefoeswill do every- that His Father is the Gardener, not us! Ard cuts off every branch
thing he can to lead us astray through a count&@feistianity. It may in Me that bears néruit, while every branch that does bdarit He
look like the real thing. The language may souik@.a But it is only  prunes so that it will be even mdreitful ” (John 15:2 NIV). Why
a facade of the truth (Matthew 23:27-28), perpettatpon the church is this important to know? It is because, othantbonsistency, the
by the children of Satan (John 8:42-44) in an etiodeceive.“For  only way that we can tell the difference betweet thich is truly of
such men are false apostles, deceitful workmengueaading as God and the counterfeit gospel is by its fruit!aT why Jesus said,
apostles of Christ’(2 Corinthians 11:13 NIV). Weannot discern “Watch out for false prophets. They come to yoshieep’s clothing,




but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By tHaiit you will rec-

Satan doesn'’t even change his bait! He told Eakiftishe ate the for-

ognize them...(Matthew 7:15-16 NIV. Also, see Galatians 5:19-25 bidden fruit she would be “like God.” That is theart of the false

Brethren, Satan is a master at deception andesdiarfalse
prophets! And just as the enemy grew weeds antomgadod seed
that was planted by God (Matthew 13:24-30), thigimis charlatans
have assimilated themselves in among the shee® why we are
told to“...comeout from them and bgeparatesays the Lord. Touch
no unclean thing, and | will receive yo2 Corinthians 6:17 NIV).
This is because once we have been washed cleam 13a3) in the
precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19), Godsdoet want us to
become dirty again! By contrast, getting you dintige more is exactly
what Satan wants to do (see 2 Peter 2:20-22)! ilese any trick,
illusion, or subterfuge to steal (John 10:10) ysoul! He has nothing
to lose, because Satan is going to Hell anywayle (Batthew 25:41
& Revelation 20:10.) However, he’s angry with Gédd God loves
us so much...that He gave His only begotten Son, that whesoe
believeth in Him should not perish, but have ewstita life” (John
3:16 KJV). Therefore, the devil will do everything his power to
make sure that we do not believe in Jesus Chrlst. word “believe”

means to trust God with childlike faith (Matthew3.8Also, see James

teachings in the church today! One of them is‘itieg’s Kid” doc-
trine. It distracts Christians from the Kingdom@dd and gets them
focused on this world instead. Yes, as a rebdieve (John 1:12-13
& 3:3), Jesus Christ is my Savior, Redeemer, amjKiHowever,
“Jesus said;My kingdom is not of this world. My kingdom is from
anotherplace™ (John 18:36 NIV)! The real Kingdom of Jesus Ghris
is the Kingdom of God, certainly not this worldhdfirst time that
Jesus came into this realm He did not come as@ueong hero. He
came as our suffering Savior. The prophet Isadédhthat He would
be“... despised and rejected by menman of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide tifi@oes He was
despisedandwe esteeme#im not” (Isaiah 53:3-6 NIV). Do you
want to talk about self-esteem? It is the docttive goes hand in
hand with the Prosperity Gospel, another false glasmat has been
going around. Howeveselfesteem is not from GodSelf-esteem
has been the problem with the whole human racé olirselvesthat
we esteem instead of Christ!

These days, it has been taught that all of ourl@nas come from

2:19). Because if we fail to do that,.the children of the kingdom a lack of self love. That doctrine is straight ofithe psychology
shall be cast out into outer darkness: there sbhallweeping and books, but you will not find it in the Bible! Angbu will certainly not
gnhashing of teeth{Matthew 8:12 KJV. Also, see 13:42, 13:50, 22:13ind it in the teachings of Christ or His ApostleBlecause Christ

24:51, 25:30, & Luke 13:28).

Satan has used the direct approach on God'’s ehildr
and it hasn’t worked very well. Christian martiesve
been horribly tortured and murdered over the cérgur
But the devil has learned that when we believers
suffering for our faith, instead of it weakeningth
church, it makes it much stronger! And instead
destroying it, it causes the true church to expand]
Therefore, since his primary goal is to prevent us

taught us self denial, not self love! He séaidlf anyone would come
after Me, he musteny himselfand take up his cross daily and follow
Me...” (Luke 9:23-24 NIV). When Christians seek to gagti-esteem,
they are doing the very opposite of what Jesushtausy Instead of
growing humble (James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5, and Luk&-1%), they
become arrogant, smug, and self-righteous. Yebeurrighteous-
ness will never get us to Heaven (Isaiah 64:6, Ren®al0, &
Ephesians 2:8-9). We need the righteousness tChr
And the only way to receive that is to obey Him.

from getting into Heaven, deception is Satan’sdrett
alternative. And, since he knows how conceited aid
we humans ardlattery has become his stock in trade!
Satan used it quite successfully on Eve, the Boide
Adam, and he has become very adept at using fteon
Bride of Christ! That's why the Apostle Paul write
the Corinthians sayingl am jealous for you with a
godly jealousy. | promised you tme husband to

But the Christian who engages in self-esteem is
not interested in obedience. For Christ is not on
the throne of their heart. They are! Therefore,
instead of that person’s life revolving around what
is pleasing to God, they continually seek self-
gratification. This is another branch of the ceufeit
faith. It is called the “fun gospel.” God’s chi&h have
bitten into this poisonous fruit for the same reattat
Christ, so that | might present you apare virgin to Eve bit into hers.“When the woman saw that the fruit of
Him. But | am afraid thajust as Eve was deceived by the tree wagjood for foodand pleasing to the eyeand
the serpent’s cunningyour minds may somehow be led astray froralsodesirable for gaining wisdonshe took some and ate it. She also
your sincereand pure devotion to Christ. For if someone coines gave some to her husband, who was with her, aradeh#’ (Genesis
you and preaches Jesus other tharthe Jesus we preached, or if you3:6 NIV). Satan baited his hook with three greatptations;...the
receivea different spiritfrom the one you receivedt a different lust of theflesh, and the lust of theyes and thepride of life...” (1
gospelfrom the one you accepted, you put up with itheasiough” John 2:16 KJV). Eve disobeyed God and she whdkhadn no sin,
(2 Corinthians 11:2-4 NIV. Also, see 1 Timothy £2:& James 4:4). became the mother of all who live according togbHish, fleshly
How was Eve deceivedNow the serpentwas morecrafty than  nature (Galatians 5:19-21. Also, see 4:8-9). Thaitlooked good
any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. séid to the from the outside, and so, instead of trusting e, chose to rely on
woman, ‘Did God really say, ‘“You must not eat frany tree in the her own judgment (see Proverbs 3:5-7).
garden’?” (Genesis 3:1 NIV). The serpent wasthat ancient Satan is deceiving the church in the same wagttiags! All he
serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads thelewvorld astray...” has to do is tehange the labelsround. Jesus said to His disciples,
(Revelation 12:9 NIV).“The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may edt..Take heed and beware of tleavenof the Pharisees...(Matthew
fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did, S&gu must not eat 16:6 KJV. Also, see vs. 7-12). For example, weasonally receive
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of thedgn, and you must not literature from nominal Christian ministries or anigations that try
touch it, or you will die.” “You will not surelyie,’ the serpent said to to interest us in whatever it is they are promatifidpis morning we
the woman. ‘For God knows that when you eat ydutr eyes will be received literature from some organization thatpstes automobile
opened, angou will be like Godknowing good and evil'(Genesis and motor bike races, two very carnal pursuitserfes, this is the
3:2-5 NIV). Satan’s not very original. He contasuto use the same leaven of idolatry, no matter how you slice it! For wtddes such
strategies that he used back in the Garden of Ettsnjust that we a worldly sport have to do with the Gospel of J&3hisst? Neverthe-
foolish sheep (Isaiah 53:6) are so prone to waadety from our less,they were promoting their idolatry to a Christiaarket, and to
Shepherd (John 10:11-14 & Luke 15:4-6) that weifat the same us, fully expecting that we would be just as entmts about their
Satanic traps over and over again. And, as ifsthat dumb enough, “Christian” carnality as they are! However{Continued On Page 4)




Suecessfiul Christian...(Continued From Page 3)

“...the carnal mind is enmity against God: for stmot subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. So then thatyate in the flesh

knew that Satan was using hirelings within the chufsee John
10:12-13) to try to lure believers back into thad worldly ways.
So he reminded the Corinthians what had led updo salvation.
He said,"When | came to you, brothers, | did not come vatb-

cannot please God{Romans 8:7-8 KJV). That is why we must nofjuence orsuperior wisdomas | proclaimed to you the testimony

live according to the desires of our flestdo | say,live by the Spirit
and you will not gratify the desires of the sinfature. For the sinful
nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, ahd Spirit what is
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in confligth each other...”
(Galatians 5:16-17 NIV). On another occasionreeeived a letter
from a so-called Christian publishing house. $cdissed the “Chris-
tian Fantasy” books they sell. However, Christisai.l am the way

about God. For | resolved to know_nothingvhile | was with you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.came to you in weakness
and fear, and with much trembling. My messageraggreaching
werenot with wise and persuasive wordbut with a demonstra-
tion of the Spirit's powerso that your faith might not rest on
men’s wisdom, but on God’s powe1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NIV).

So then, what is true success in Jesus Chris€?Apbstle Paul

and thetruth and the life...”(John 14:6 NIV). So, how can anythingwas an intelligent, highly educated man. He spgbkee languages,

to do with Truth be fantasy? They are as oppasstéght is from
darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14). Yet Satan attertiygstype of thing
on a continual basis, because it works!

Christians are so far away from the true Chriat they are being
deluded even by things that should be obviousadtiiever! (See
1 Kings 22:6-23, John 8:45, and Galatians 4:16hgsE days, the
worldliness of old rock n’ roll music comes disgrdlsas “Christian
Rock.” Instead of plain worldly psychology, whishman-centered
and not Christ-centered, we now have “ChristiarcRsipgy.” People,
psychology existed back in the days of the ApoBéell as well!
It wasn't called psychology, but it was basicaltg tsame
thing. Sigmund Freud has been called the fatherazfern
psychology, but he was not the originator of if.ydu dig
back into the past, you will find the same basackengs in
the writings of Aristotle. And Aristotle learnetlegm from
Plato. And Plato received them from Socrates. s&éheere
all ancient Greek philosophers who lived long beftire
Apostle Paul. The writings of these men were Wwathwn
to the people who lived in Corinth, Greece. ForPaul’s
day, Greece was considered a center of commetcandr
education, much as the United States is today.
Nevertheless, none of these ancient teach-,
ings were of any help to the lost sinners
of Corinth. It was not until they came
to repentance and developed a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ that they were
delivered”...out of darkness into His won-
derful light” (1 Peter 2:9 NIV. Also, see 2
Corinthians 4:6). The Corinthians had not
been savages! They were civilized, educated
people. The democratic form of government we havke United
States was based on that of ancient Greece. Tdek&were sophis-
ticated individuals, great thinkers. In fact, litkee American “think
tanks,” some of them did nothing else but think g@hidosophize
all day long! (See Acts 17:21.)

Even so, nothing that the Greeks had to offertiesh able to
change the lives of those whom Christ redeemelarCorinthian
church! Paul wrote to them, reminding them of wihaty had been
delivered from! He saidDo you not know that the wicked will
not inherit the kingdom of God®o not be deceived\either the
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers noale prostitutes
nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the grewexydrunk-
ards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit tkimgdom of God.

and had been thoroughly schooled in the religioaditions of his
day (Philippians 3:3-6 & Galatians 1:11-16. Alsee Mark 7:8-9).
Yet, despite all of this, at the end of his life, Wwas not considered
a success according to the standardhisfworld. Nor did he want
to be! (See Philippians 3:7-11.) What is yoursian of Christian
success? Do you, a “King’s Kid,” feel that it isuy right to live in
a palatial mansion? During his years of ministrgeems that Paul,
like Jesus (Matthew 8:20), never had a home obwis (Philemon
1:22). He spent most of his later years in prisarffering many
hardships for the Lord (see Acts 9:15-16, 2 Coranth 6:4-5 and
11:23-29). As a “King’s Kid,” where was Paul's am?

It was in the same place that it is for every toee
liever. It was in Heaven (2 Timothy 4:8)! As for
Jesus, the only crown that this world ever gave
to our Savior was made of thorns! And out of
fn the original twelve Apostles, eleven of them
died horribly for the cause of Christ.
In the early 1980's a well-known evangelist

televised his Christmas special from a remote part
of the jungle in northeast Africa. He focused ba t
efforts of an American missionary who lived among
the natives. Satan had gained so much control
over that land, due to the worship of demon
gods (Deuteronomy 32:17), that God
had cursed it (see Malachi 2:2,
Deuteronomy 8:19, & 11:16-17)!
The once lush forest had become
dry and barren. Not only was there
no vegetation to speak of, but the children had
to sleep in the dead branches of thorn trees ierord
to escape the wild beasts and insects of the grolimel video footage
didn’'t show much of the missionary himself. Butemhwe did see
him, he was tall and just about emaciated fronvatan. We don't
even know if he’s alive today! He was a white maho loved Christ
so much that he followed the Lord’s calling inte éfrican wilder-
ness to bring the Gospel to starving people. Bszau.Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word of G@dlike 4:4 KJV).
As the evangelist and his people were about tochthes plane en
route back to the safety of the United Statesald 8've told Jesus
that this missionary loves Him more than | do. &exe I'm going
home to my beautiful house, and my comfortable &ed he’s staying
behind in this terrible place.” Friendthere is a way that seems
right to a man, but in the end it leads to deatRtoverbs 14:12 NIV).

Andthat is what some of you werBut you were washed, you wereTherefore, those of us who remain in Christ shixglware that the

sanctified, you were justified in the name of thedLJesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God(1 Corinthians 6:9-11 NIV). It was
not with human wisdom that these Corinthians wetefree from
the bondage of sin and death (see Romans 6:16N@&)e of the
theories of Socrates, Plato, or Aristotle were of help to them.
Only Christ had made the difference in their lives! And Pdidl
not mix in a little bit of human wisdom into hisregons. Paul

hirelings (John 10:11-13) of this world will comadago. But we
must listen and obey the words that ‘argiven byone Shepherd
Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to th&fmaking many
books there is no end, and much study weariesdlg. bNow all
has been heard; here is the conclusion of the mdtgar God and
keep His commandments, for this is the whole dutyam” (Eccle-
siastes 12:11-13 NIV).



