
more painful than his incarceration.  He wanted so badly to talk to 
her and tell her how sorry he was, and how he felt guilty that he was 
not there for her.  But she was dead and there was no way to do that.  
So he prayed to God.  He tells the story of how God allowed him to 
apologize to his daughter in a sort of dream or trance, and his daughter 
was able to respond to him from Heaven and tell him he was for- 
given.  He thanked God very much and was so grateful that the Lord 
made this possible.  The story gives us a glimpse of Heaven.

For Christians, Christmas has always been a special time of year.  
Many Christmas carols have been written about it.  One of our favorites 
is “O Holy Night.”  It celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.  It empha- 
sizes the theme of redemption, hope, and divine love.  It was written 
by Placide Cappeau in 1847.  It was composed for a midnight mass 
in Roquemaure, France after the renovation of the church organ.  
The music was composed by Adolphe Adam, and the English trans- 
lation was later provided by John Sullivan Dwight.  The hymn has 
been translated into many languages, and has become a staple in 

Christmas celebrations worldwide.  Here are 
the words to that much beloved song:
O holy night, The stars are brightly shining, It 
is the night of our dear Savior’s birth, Long lay 
the world in sin and error pining, ‘Til He ap- 
peared, and the soul felt its worth, A thrill of 
hope, the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks 
a new and glorious morn, Fall on your knees, 
O hear the angel voices, O night divine, O night 
when Christ was born, O night divine, O night, 
O night divine.

So this Christmas, forget about the carnal 
aspects of Christmastime in this world.  Let Christ- 
mas this year be the start of a new relationship 
with Christ, and His incredible love for us.  Re- 

member that we are the beings Christ made (John 1:4) because He 
wanted to have children that would love Him.  And His birth and 
redemption power shows His truly amazing love for us.  Let this 
world go on with its sin and death, and hatred if it insists on it.  Now 
is the season for forgiveness and love.  For Christ did so much for 
us, how can we not be so filled with His love that we feel the warmth 
of His fellowship and dwell on the joy we will have when all of us 
who love Him get to Heaven and see Jesus face to face.  “I declare to 
you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Listen, I tell you 
a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  
For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed 
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.  Where, O death, is your victory?’” (1 Corinthians 15:50- 
55 NIV).

Merry Christmas everyone, 

It’s very cold as we prepare this message to you, and even a few 
snowflakes can be seen, hopefully not a sign of things to come.  It seems 
like Christmastime and all the things that need to be done come to us 
much too soon each year.  Or maybe we’re just getting older, and it’s 
harder to keep up.  When we were younger life just seemed easier 
physically.  Gone are all the events of our childhood, but the mem- 
ories can still be there.  Anne remembers the Christmas Eves her 
church used to have, when they would get a truck and some of the 
church members would be driven around to the homes of the en- 
feebled and handicapped to sing Christmas carols to them.  There was 
such a good feeling of love and caring in the air.  They used to be 
regular church attendees until they became disabled.  So we brought 
Christmas to them!  There’s such a joy in the air when you feel the 
Holy Spirit among you.  Sadly, Eric doesn’t have any special mem- 
ories from Christmastime in the past, except for all the food his 
mother would bake.  His family was not very interested in religion.  
Therefore, Eric didn’t become Born Again until around 1981, more 
than a year after our marriage.  He received the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit at the Jimmy Swag- 
gart Crusade on August 30, 1987, which was on 
Anne’s birthday!  We were both water baptized 
in the Jordan River in Israel in 1984.

Times have changed.  We hear so much sad 
news these days that it throws a kind of black 
cloud over the times we want to enjoy.  We don’t  
want to hear about airport delays and people 
not getting their paychecks or SNAP benefits due 
to the government closing.  Well that’s over now 
and things are slowly getting back to normal, 
thank God!  There’s also the misery of death 
in the families of many people.  It happens ev- 
ery year.  It seems that Satan wants to ruin the 
Christmas celebrations for many people.  But God is still on the 
throne of our hearts, and we hope that He is on yours as well.  Charlie 
Kirk’s murder was sadly, an unexpected surprise to many of us.  Erica 
Kirk, his wife, says that her daughter often asks when her daddy is 
coming home.  Erica says that she tells her daughter that Daddy is 
in Heaven, but she can still talk to him in prayer.  She says that she 
tells her daughter to look up to Heaven when she talks to him.  We 
understand how hard that must be.  However, that doctrine is wrong.  
We are told in the Bible that the only person we should pray to is 
God (see Matthew 6:9-13).  For example, King Saul sinned against 
God and asked a woman to use occult powers to bring up Samuel, 
the prophet, who was dead.  Now Samuel was a godly man, but we 
are told in the Bible not to try to reach the dead to speak to them (1 
Chronicles 10:13-14, Deuteronomy 18:10-11, and 1 Samuel 28:5-
20).  Saul died soon after that.

On our website in the testimony section, there is a beautiful testi- 
mony by a prison inmate named Tom Wilmas.  His baby daughter 
was murdered when her mother hired a babysitter.  Tom was in prison 
at that time and when he found out what had happened, he felt guilty 
for not being there to protect her.  But the death of his daughter was Eric and Anne Kaestner
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God's Gift To You
Christmas is a time of giving.  The stores are busy as shoppers 

search for the perfect gift for the people in their lives that they appre- 
ciate.  The stores compete with themselves by advertising sales and 
special promotions to encourage shoppers into their stores.  Often 
the stores become crowded as it gets closer to Christmas day.  This 
sometimes results in pushing and shoving as the people want a bar- 
gain.  A few decades ago during the holiday season, one particular 
department store here on Long Island had a special promotion going 
on during the Christmas season.  For certain hours during a specific 
time period all the items in the store would be greatly reduced, in- 
cluding name brand products.  They did a lot of advertising about 
this, and on the day of the sale, crowds had gathered outside the store 
waiting for the doors to open.

They seemed desperate for a bargain and weren’t very polite.  
Some of them may have been from New York City as the store was 
a part of the Green Acres shopping mall, which is in Nassau County, 
close to the city.  The people waited impatiently when the young store 
manager went to open the door.  The crowd pushed against the door 
as he unlocked it.  They were so much in a hurry that they knocked 
him over.  They didn’t seem at all concerned that he was on the floor.  
No one offered to help him.  Instead, they climbed 
over him at first.  Then, as greater frenzies erupted, 
new crowds came up behind the front ones and start- 
ed stepping on him, trampling him under their feet.  
No one stopped to help him or called for an ambulance.  
The manager died.  This evil happened at Christmas 
season, the time of the year when Christ is glorified 
by those who love Him.  And we give gifts to others 
as a way to commemorate the One who gave so much 
to us.

The first year that Eric and I got married, I came 
home from work to our apartment one day.  As I ap- 
proached the door I noticed that something strange had 
happened.  The door was ajar.  It was usually locked.  
Just as I started to wonder what was happening, Eric, 
who was inside our apartment, came to the door and 
opened it.  “Anne, we’ve been hit, robbed,” he said as 
I walked in the apartment.  All they took was my jew- 
elry, but I had a nasty feeling of being violated.  Gone was all the 
good feeling and joy that accompanies the Christmas season.  I felt 
that the robbers had invaded our private domain and had rampaged 
through my private jewelry box.  All the valuable items were insured, 
but it still left me in a state of anxiety.  I’d get into a panic for months 
after that, whenever someone rang the doorbell.  As it happened, Eric 
told me that he was having some trouble paying our bills, and the 
money from the insurance company gave him the ability to balance 
the checkbook.  So we used it, and over the years I received new gifts 
and added them to my jewelry box.  God knew we needed the money 
to pay bills, and so He allowed something sinful and bad to be turned 
into a way to help us (compare with Genesis 50:20).

However, the point is that the one day of the year that we choose 
to remember God’s gift to us of His Son, comes during the season 
when crime goes way up.  It is ironic that the people that do the Devil’s 
work are those who should be the most grateful because they need 
Christ’s redemption the most!  So why is there such a rise in crime 
during the Christmas season?  I hypothesize, that among criminals, 
it has something to do with the feeling of being left out.  They see other 
people so happy at the remembrance of the birth of Christ.  They eat 
fancy food, sing Christian hymns, and give each other presents.  They 
are joyful!  The thief feels abandoned and alone, even if he has friends 
that feel lonely like him.  No one gave him any special food or any 

gifts.  So, resentfully, he steals them.  It is a way of showing his anger 
at what he perceives as injustice, and he gains something of material 
value out of it.  He doesn’t know enough to care that it hurts other 
people. They are people who celebrate Christmas.  So how they feel 
doesn’t matter to him.  As far as he’s concerned, they’re the enemy.  
They have the joy that he doesn’t have.  So stealing things from them 
kind of evens things out in his mind.  He wasn’t invited to any of their 
Christmas parties; not that he’d want to go anyway.  He wasn’t even 
offered a glass of eggnog.  He’d rather stay miserable than associate 
with people he feels look down on him and his lifestyle.  The fact is 
that the Christians aren’t so happy because of the food and the gifts 
or gaiety.  They are happy because they know Christ as their personal 
Savior.  They know that God, the Son, who made this entire world for 
us (John 1:3-4), saw the pitiful state of sin we were in.  And that, since 
mankind sinned against God, their sin was passed on from parent to 
child, through procreation, being hopeless.  Therefore, spiritually, the 
Lord is inviting the thief, to repent of his or her sins and eventually 
get into Heaven.  In a spiritual way, he has also been invited to the 
celebration of his own redemption, if he accepts it.  He is offered the 
joy that comes with becoming a true child of God.  The problem is 

that the criminal doesn’t know that God has invited 
him.  Nevertheless, Jesus, died for him as well.  The 
criminal is invited to repent of his sin and accept God’s 
gift of salvation.  The lawbreaker is offered a gift that 
is of greater value than anything he could ever steal; 
salvation through the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 
1:18-19).

We had originally planned to spend Christmas 
at my parents house, but we were afraid to leave our 
apartment.  Our door had been forced opened open by 
a heavy object.  So my family came over and we had 
Christmas at our apartment instead.  Jesus said, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through Him.  Whoever believes in Him is not condemn- 
ed, but whoever does not believe stands condemned

already because He has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son.  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 
3:15-19 NIV).

“God wants me?” the criminal asks incredulously.  “No.  I don’t 
belong to any church and I never read the Bible.  I’m not religious.  
I’m not one of them.  Besides, I’m not holy. I can’t be.  God doesn’t 
want me?  I’m a thief.”  To that, Jesus would reply, “So was the man 
who was crucified next to Me on the cross.  I hung between two 
thieves.”  The evil crowd was rebuking Jesus when He was on the 
cross.  The other thief said to Him, “…‘Aren’t you the Christ?  Save 
yourself and us!’  But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you 
fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same sentence?  We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this 
man has done nothing wrong.’  Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me 
when you come into Your kingdom’” (Luke 23:39-42 NIV).  He was 
a thief too, and he had lived a life of sin.  And shortly before Jesus 
died, “…Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou 
be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43 KJV).  Paradise was where the 
righteous went after death until Jesus paid for their sin.  Jesus spoke 
about paradise in Luke 16:22-30.

The problem is that people think that they have to become holy 
in order for God to accept them. But the Apostle Paul wrote a letter 

By Anne Kaestner



to the Christians at the church in Ephesus saying, “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are 
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV).  In 
other words, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23 NIV).  Jesus knows you have a disease called sin, and 
you can’t be cleansed of it by yourself.  He died to make is possible 
for you to become righteous with God and to go up to Heaven when 
you die.  He knows that you need Him.

Jesus accepted the punishment you were supposed to get for your 
sin!  However, you, a sinner, cannot redeem yourself from the slavery 
of sin.  “Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave 
to sin’” (John 8:34 NIV).  Only Christ Jesus was valuable enough to 
redeem you.  You could spend all eternity on a cross, being crucified, 
and still not redeem yourself from sin.  Only Jesus did that.  But you 
have to admit that you’re a sinner, repent of your sin, and accept Christ 
as your Lord and Savior.  And the lawbreaker may say, “I don’t believe 
it.”  I actually heard a man say, “What has God ever done for me?”  
The answer from the Christian is obvious.  He left the comfort and 
glory of Heaven, and God, His Father, to come to earth as a baby, who 
grew up and took your punishment on Himself, because He loves you.

Most of His life, as He grew up, He was aware 
that the only way to get back to heaven and please 
His Father, was to suffer a horrible death of torture 
and agony at the hands of humans that He created, 
and to die on a cross that was a part of a tree that He 
created.  How many humans would want to know that 
they will some day die a death in humiliation and ag- 
ony; and that it would be for humans who would hate 
Him so much that they would spit in His face (Isaiah 
50:6).  And the Bible prophesied that He would be 
beaten so much that people would be “…appalled at 
Him—His appearance was so disfigured beyond that 
of any man and His form marred beyond human like- 
ness” (Isaiah 52:14 NIV).  That happened after His 
back was whipped 39 times until it was bloody and 
painful.  He did it for you, the sinner!  And for me of 
course.  And that’s only the beginning.

He was then taken up to a hill called Golgotha.  
He had to carry His own cross part of the way.  But 
He had lost so much blood that he didn’t have the 
strength (see Luke 23:26).  When they got to the hill 
they crucified another prisoner before Christ.  So Jesus had to listen 
to the man scream in agony, knowing that He would be next.  Then 
it was the Lord’s turn.  They stripped Him of His clothes, casting lots 
for His most expensive garment (Matthew 27:35), and laid Him on a 
cross, digging huge nails into His wrist.  The Bible says “hands” but 
the Hebrew word for hands includes the wrist.  And only the wrist of 
a person would be strong enough to hold Him on the cross.  They 
crucified His feet as well.  That is probably what caused His bones 
to be out of joint, (prophesied in Psalm 22:14), an extremely painful 
process. “Above His head they placed the written charge against 
Him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS” (Matthew 27:37 
NIV).  And on His head they put a crown of thorns which was dug 
into His skin (John 19:2).

Then they lifted the cross up, causing extreme agony until He 
was seen naked by those who hated Him and jeered at Him.  This is 
probably what Jesus meant when He previously said “Now is the time 
for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven 
out.  But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to My- 
self” (John 12:31-32 NIV).  The world we live in is evil because the 
one who runs it, Satan, is evil (see Matthew 4:8-10).  Jesus by His 
painful death and resurrection, was making it possible for all of us 

sinners to repent of our sins and receive repentance because Jesus 
was taking our punishment for us, and we can accept Christ as our 
personal Savior.  All the misery in your life was caused by the devil 
and his demons, not God (Ephesians 6:12).

The devil hated God because he is jealous of God, and what God 
has.  He was originally a heavenly angel who was treated very well.  
God said to him, “You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I 
ordained you.  You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among 
the fiery stones.  You were blameless in your ways from the day you 
were created till wickedness was found in you” (Ezekiel 28:14-15 
NIV).  The “devil” became his position.  His name was Satan.  He was 
created long before we humans were created.  What was his sin that 
corrupted him?  His pride and jealousy.  Actually, it was really his 
covertness (see Exodus 20:17).  Because jealousy is when you resent 
someone else taking what belongs to you.  Covertness is when you 
want something that belongs to someone else.  As a result, Satan’s 
covertness caused a “…war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  But 
he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.  The 
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the 
earth, and his angels with him” (Revelation 12:7-9 NIV).

God had a lot of angels he had created, but He 
didn’t want androids.  So, just as He did with hu- 
mans, He gave them free choice to serve Him or not 
to.  God didn’t want them to serve Him because they 
were programmed to.  He wanted them to serve Him 
because He is worthy and because they love Him.  
So Satan had already misguided one third of the an- 
gels to betray God (Revelation 12:4).  The remaining 
two thirds chose to stay loyal to God.  As for the evil 
angels, part of their punishment God chose, was to 
burn up their physical bodies (see Ezekiel 15:7).  So 
when people think they saw and spoke to a ghost or 
something similar, it’s really a demon spirit that has 
no physical body.  God threw them to the earth (Rev- 
elation 12:9).

Their primary punishment has not come yet.  
When Jesus comes back to the Earth, they will spend 
all eternity in a place God prepared for them (Mat- 
thew 25:41).  Initially, it is called hell.  It is like the 
local jail, a waiting place for them to stay until Jesus 
comes back as “…KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS”

(Revelation 19:16 NIV).  Then Satan and all his demons will be cast 
into the Lake of fire along with all humans who didn’t repent of their 
sins.  “He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God 
and he will be My son.  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, 
the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, 
the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burn- 
ing sulfur.  This is the second death” (Revelation 21:7-8 NIV).

It’s sad that so many people who live a life of sin simply cannot 
believe that there is a God in Heaven who loves them and died for 
them, male and female.  During His lifetime, the Bible says, “Now 
one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so He went 
to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.  When a woman who 
had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and 
as she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His 
feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them.  When the Pharisee who had invited 
Him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, He would 
know who is touching Him and what kind of woman she is—that she 
is a sinner.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Simon, I have something to tell 
you.’  ‘Tell me, teacher,’ he said.  (Continued on Page 4)



‘Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  Neither of them had the 
money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which 
of them will love him more?’  Simon replied, ‘I suppose the one who 
had the bigger debt canceled.’  ‘You have judged correctly,’ Jesus 
said.  Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you 
see this woman?  I came into your house.  You did not give Me any 
water for My feet, but she wet My feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair.  You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
time I entered, has not stopped kissing My feet.  You did not put oil 
on My head, but she has poured perfume on My feet.  Therefore, I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much.  But 
he who has been forgiven little loves little.’  Then Jesus said to her, 
‘Your sins are forgiven.’  The other guests began to say among them- 
selves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’  Jesus said to the woman, 
‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace’” (Luke 7:36-50 NIV).

The woman was Mary Magdalene.  She was a woman who loved 
Jesus very much.  She had been a prostitute, and the religious leaders 
in the Lord’s day didn’t have any pity for her.  But Jesus cast 7 demons 
out of her and set her free (Mark 16:9).  Matthew was one of the Lord’s 
disciples.  One day, “while Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s 
house, many tax collectors and ‘sinners’ came and ate with 
Him and His disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they 
asked His disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and ‘sinners’?’  On hearing this, Jesus 
said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick.  But go and learn what this means: 
‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners’”
(Matt. 9:10-13 NIV).  Jesus didn’t come 
for those who thought they were so righ- 
teous that they didn’t need Him, like the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.  He came for 
those who admitted that they were sinful and 
knew that they couldn’t get righteous alone, and 
asked God to help them.

An example of this is found in a story Jesus 
told.  “To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everybody 
else, Jesus told this parable: ‘Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that 
I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  
But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up 
to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’  I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home jus- 
tified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14 NIV).

So we are talking about two different kinds of personality types 
here, the ones who just think of Christmas as a time of fun and games, 
and don’t give much thought to the amazing gift God gave to us.  
That gift was “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV).  I have read the incredible testimo- 
nies of hardened prison inmates who gave their hearts to Jesus Christ 
as soon as they realized that God, who made this whole universe, 
loved them so much that He thought they were worth saving, and 
was willing to take their own punishment upon Himself.  Then there 
are wealthy fun and games folk who consider themselves too im-
portant to reach out to those who are lonely, discarded, and depressed.  
They prioritize that they have a business to run, or a friend to meet.

The Bible tells us about a celebration God is having in Heaven 
for the marriage of His Son.  “Jesus replied: ‘A certain man was pre- 
paring a great banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the 
banquet He sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready.’  But they all alike began to make excuses.  
The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it.  
Please excuse me.’  Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I’m on my way to try them out.  Please excuse me.’  Still another 
said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  The servant came back 
and reported this to his master.  Then the owner of the house became 
angry and ordered His servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and 
the lame.’  ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, 
but there is still room.’  Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to 
the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that My house 
will be full.  I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will 
get a taste of My banquet’” (Luke 14:16-24 NIV).

This reminds me of one of my favorite hymns which is “And 
Can It Be” by Charles Wesley.  These are the words:

1) And can it be that I should gain.  An int’rest in the Savior’s 
blood?  Died He for me, who caused His pain?  For me, who Him to 
death pursued?  Amazing love!  How can it be That Thou, my God, 
shouldst die for me?  Amazing love!  How can it be That Thou, my 

God, shouldst die for me?
2) ‘Tis mystery all!  The Immortal dies!  Who can explore 

His strange design?  In vain the firstborn seraph tries To sound 
the depths of love Divine!  ‘Tis mercy all!  Let earth adore, Let 
angel minds inquire no more.  Tis mercy all!  Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more.

3) He left His Father’s throne above, So free, so infinite 
His grace; Emptied Himself of all but love, And 

bled for Adam’s helpless race: ’Tis mercy 
all, immense and free; For, O my God, it 
found out me. ‘Tis mercy all, immense and 
free; For, O my God, it found out me.

4) Long my imprisoned spirit lay Fast 
bound in sin and nature’s night; Thine eye 
diffused a quickening ray, I woke, the dun- 
geon flamed with light; My chains fell off, 
my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and 

followed Thee.  My chains fell off, my heart 
was free, I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

5) No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!  
Alive in Him, my living Head, And clothed in righteousness Divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, And claim the crown, through 
Christ my own.  Bold I approach the eternal throne, And claim the 
crown, through Christ my own.

That song is not meant to be a Christmas song.  But it might just 
as well be.  It speaks of the incredible love God has for the human 
race, to allow His own precious Son to die such a horrible death in 
order to pay the price for our sin.  And Jesus didn’t just die for the 
righteous.  Because none of us are righteous.  Frankly, I’m tired of 
hearing so much about Santa Claus and carnality at Christmastime.  
As Jesus stated, “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole 
world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” (Matthew 16:26 NIV).  Only Christ was willing to give 
sinful mankind a gift beyond human value!  It is His gift to us!  
What will you give to Him?  He only wants your love, trust, de- 
votion, faith, and obedience.  “Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be 
careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 
12:17-18 NIV).  And, remember who gave you the most valuable 
gift of all; an eternal gift, the saving blood of Christ.  Have a holy 
Christmas everyone!

God's Gift To You (Continued From Page 3)


