
carnal in their nature (1 Corinthians 3:1-3).  Consequently, they still 
depend upon worldly devices (2 Corinthians 10:4) when they should 
be depending upon Christ!  That’s why the afflictions come along.

A new believer is like gold that has been freshly scooped out of 
the ground.  It still has that dirty ore attached to it!  The gold clings 
to the ore, because that is all it has known.  But gold cannot be util- 
ized in that capacity.  That filthy ore must be removed, or the gold 
will never become pure!  So it is put through a refining process that 
burns off all the impurities.  That hard chunk of gold must be melted 
down before it can become useful to the refiner.  And that gold must 
be fluid enough to fill whatever mold it is poured into (Jeremiah 9:7, 
Zechariah 13:9, Malachi 3:3).  God has said, “…I have refined you, 
though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction” 
(Isaiah 48:10 NIV). The Lord has done this because He cannot use 
that which will not be purified (Jeremiah 6:27-29).  And that which 

God cannot use, gets discarded as chaff (Luke 3:17).  There- 
fore, if God loves you, He will do whatever is necessary 
(Hebrews 12:5-11, Revelation 3:19) in order to separate 

you from the things of this world.  For too many Chris- 
tians think that they can drag all that worthless ore 
along with them in their walk with Christ.  But God has 
said, “…come out from them and be separate, says the 
Lord.  Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you” 
(2 Corinthians 6:17 NIV.  Also, see Ezekiel 22:26-28).

It is painful when the Lord turns up His refining fire 
(Luke 3:16, Hebrews 12:29) and His people feel the 
heat (Isaiah 54:16)!  The fire will burn away your re- 
lationship with friends that would lead you astray (1 
Peter 4:4), family that will come between the Lord and 

you (Matthew 10:34-38 and 12:46-50), and counterfeit 
Christians (Matthew 15:8-9) that have been deceived into 

a false sense of security (Galatians 1:6-9, 2 Corinthians 11:3- 
4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 2:18-22, 3:17 and Jude 
1:4).  They will become annoyed when you remain faithful 

to Christ (Matthew 10:22, John 15:4-7).  You will feel 
the heat of God’s furnace (Isaiah 48:10) when you are 

rejected, just as Christ was “…despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief…” (Isaiah 53:3 
KJV).  Even so, the trials and tests of faith will be worth it in the end
(1 Peter 1:7-9).  As believers, we are pilgrims in a world that does 
not know Christ or His Holy Spirit (John 8:19, 14:17).  However, all 
the misery of this current world will soon come to an end.  We can 
feel the “…birth pains” (Mark 13:8 NIV) of the new world that is 
coming (2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1), as Satan and his demons are 
being pushed out!  What a joyful place that new world will be (see 
Isaiah 2:4, 11:6-10)!  It will have one leader, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Revelation 20:1-6, 21:10 thru 22:7).  Even death will be a thing of 
the past (Isaiah 25:8-9).  And the citizens of that kingdom “…will 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for 
war anymore” (Micah 4:3 NIV).

In Christ’s love, we remain, 

As you read this newsletter, there are 2 major wars going on.  
Ukraine and Russia have been at war since 2022 and there appears 
to be no resolution any time soon.  The other major war is between the 
United States and Iran which started on February 27th this year to rid 
Iran of nuclear weapons.  And even though deals have been made be- 
tween both sides to resolve the conflict, Iran is continually breaking 
them.  Those in charge of Iran are very evil people and since Decem- 
ber 28, 2025, 43,000 protesters have been killed, along with about 
350,000 injured and 10,000 blinded.  People wonder why there is so 
much evil in the world.  Why does God allow it?  It is because God 
is not running this current world system.  Satan is!  He is “…the ruler 
of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 
are disobedient” (Ephesians 2:2 NIV).  You see, the devil is not some 
toothless old lion, as some people believe.  “…Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour…” 
(1 Peter 5:8-9 NIV). Satan is especially dangerous during these per- 
ilous last days (2 Timothy 3:1).  “…He is filled with fury, because 
he knows that his time is short” (Revelation 12:12 NIV)!

Are you addicted to something?  It could be alcohol, drugs, 
food, tobacco, pornography. If so, Satan is the one who keeps 
you bound, but Jesus Christ can set you free!  Do you feel con- 
trolled by some type of weird irrational behavior, such as 
excessive neatness or a chronic desire to even things out?  
Towels must be hung at just the right angle.  Shoes must 
be perfectly lined up.  Or perhaps there is a person or 
event that you cannot stop thinking about.  The mem- 
ories are painful and relentless, and they are building 
up emotions in you that could be explosive.  You have 
tried to block them out, but they are too strong.  Is your 
obsession driving you crazy?  Most of the time these 
thoughts are caused by demons, who are also called evil 
or unclean spirits.  They are fallen angels who have rebelled 
against God.  Satan is their leader (Revelation 12:9).  Demon 
activity can range from the mildly annoying to the downright 
dangerous!  Have you ever felt the bizarre urge to close your 
eyes while driving?  Or to use a knife to hurt yourself or 
someone else?  Demons are putting these thoughts into 
your mind!  But Jesus Christ has the Power to set you free (see John 
8:34-36)!

If you are a Born Again believer (see John 3:3), living daily for 
Christ, demons cannot force you to do anything.  You will have the 
strength in Christ (Philippians 4:13) to resist them (1 Peter 5:9), as 
long as you live by His Spirit (Galatians 5:16,25).  But that will not 
stop Satan from tempting and harassing you!  He even had the ef-
frontery to tempt Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11 and 16:21-23).  Temptations 
come in many ways.  Some are candy coated, and seem so desirable!  
So was the forbidden fruit that Eve ate in the Garden of Eden (Gen- 
esis 3:6, 2 Corinthians 11:3)!  Other times they will come as trials and 
tests of faith (Matthew 5:11-12, 1 Peter 1:6-9, 4:12-13, and 2 Corin- 
thians 6:3-10).  For, even after a person becomes a new infant in 
Christ (1 Peter 2:2), it takes the Holy Spirit a long time to get the 
world out of them!  That’s because newly reborn believers are still Eric and Anne Kaestner
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The Devil, Demons, and Darkness of this World

Who is the devil?  Does he really exist?  If so, what is his rela- 
tionship with mankind?  For decades, jokes, such as “the devil made 
me do it,” have become a laughable cliché.  Some product will be 
labeled “Devil’s Food” and the package will contain a silly looking 
elf with a pitchfork, horns, and a tail.  People dress in similar outfits 
at Halloween and the whole thing is treated as fun.  Yet, deep in the 
human heart the question is asked, “Why is this world so evil?”  Mean- 
while, the Bible, the best source for an answer, collects dust on the 
bookshelves of most homes!  God’s Word tells us that there is most 
definitely a devil!  He exists in this world today (Job 1:7)!  In fact, the 
devil is the one who really runs this world system in the spirit realm!  
He is “…the prince of the power of the air…” (Ephesians 2:2 KJV).  
He does not own the planet.  God is the landlord, so to speak (Psalms 
50:12).  However, the devil rules over the kingdom of the spiritually
dead.  I am not talking about physical death.  I am referring to the 
natural condition into which all of us were originally born through 
Adam (Isaiah 53:6, Romans 3:23, 6:23, 1 Cor. 15:22).  That’s why we 
need to become Born Again (John 3:3) in Jesus Christ!  If you are a 
Christian and you truly love the Lord, the Prince you serve (Isaiah 9:6) 
is not the prince of this world.  Eventually, Christ will return to Earth 
as “…King of kings, and Lord of lords…” (1 Timothy 6:15 KJV.  
Also, see Rev. 19:16).  But as far as this current world is concerned, 
Jesus said that someone else is running it right now (John 
14:30).  That someone else is Satan (Matthew 4:8-11), 
the devil!

The name Satan, was given to him by God after 
he tried to usurp the Lord’s authority and seize con- 
trol of Heaven (Revelation 12:7-8).  His original 
name was Lucifer.  He was created by God as a 
powerful Heavenly angel (Ezekiel 28:14).  But 
God did not make him in his current form.  The 
angels were created first, long before mankind.  
There are different types of angels, such as Cher- 
ubims (Gen. 3:24, 2 Samuel 6:2, Psalms 99:1) 
and Seraphims (Isaiah 6:2-6).  Nevertheless, 
they were made by God for the purpose of serv- 
ing Him.  Some were made stronger than others because they were 
given different jobs to do.  Hence, they received various talents and 
abilities.  However, Lucifer was probably the mightiest angel of all!  
He was perfect in every way right up until that day that he chose to 
rebel against his Creator (Ezekiel 28:15).  As a result of his loyalty 
to God and his faithfulness in carrying out the affairs of Heaven, he 
had been given a royal position and a kingdom of his own.  And the 
Bible implies that it existed right here on Earth!  But it was not the 
same Earth that we live on today.  It was made from the same organic 
matter but existed in a different form.

This world was made fresh and perfect by God (Genesis 1:1, 
1:31).  He made it for us (Genesis 1:26).  But Scripture alludes to the 
fact that the Lord remade this world out of a previous world that had 
existed.  More than likely, the reason why archaeologists find so 
many bones from gigantic, prehistoric animals is because God re- 
cycled the material that He had used to make the old world when He 
made this current world.  In fact, the Bible tells us that, at some time 
in the future, the Lord is going to remake this world again (Isaiah 
65:17, 66:22, 1 John 2:17, Revelation 21:1).  The difference is that 
the second time, the Earth will be destroyed by fire (Joel 2:30-31, 2 
Peter 3:10-13).  However, the first time God used a huge flood (see 
Genesis 9:15-16).  Geologists say that an ice age took place way back 
in the eons of time.  Ice is frozen water.  Now, if God had destroyed 
the original world through fire, even the fossils would have been 
burned up.  But, since He did it through a flood, the fossils remained 

intact.  The first flood had to be a greater upheaval than the flood of 
Noah’s day!  For, in Noah’s day, God only destroyed humans and 
animals.  However, in order to remake this world according to the 
agenda stated in Genesis 1:2-25, the Lord would have had to start 
with the proverbial blank slate.  Any previous animal or plant life 
that had existed here would have been destroyed.  But the earth, 
rocks, and basic chemical content, would have remained.

I know that some of this is going to sound strange to many peo- 
ple.  We, as Christians, are used to believing that God made this world 
out of nothing.  And, of course, He did!  But that does not mean that 
He made the actual organic matter during the six days of creation 
(Genesis 1:3-31).  For, the Bible says, “In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep…” (Genesis 1:1-2 KJV).  
Yet, “…God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5 
NIV).  So, where did the darkness come from?  True science agrees 
with the Bible.  And, there is such a thing as a Big Bang Theory.  It 
states that the whole universe began with a huge explosion of cos- 
mic radiation.  The sun is the best known source of radiation here on 
Earth.  It appears as a big ball of fire in the sky.  Sparks radiate from 
it just as you might get sparks coming from a fireplace.  Each spark 
starts out as a tiny piece of energy and light shooting out from the 

original flame, and having the potential to begin a new fire.  
The Bible says, “…God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 

12:29 KJV).  Fire brings light and heat.  Therefore, 
they would be two of the most fundamental aspects 
of anything God creates.  How then, did this world 
get to be so dark and cold?  Now, before God be- 
gan His six-day job of making this Earth that 
we live on today, the Holy Spirit hovered over 
the water (Genesis 1:2).  Yet, if God had not be- 

gun to create the Earth yet, where did the water 
come from?  Water is a necessary ingredient for 
life!  It also makes sense that if it is dark and 
cold, the water will turn to ice.

God said to Lucifer, “How art thou fallen 
from Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  …For thou hast said 
in thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will be like the most High.  Yet thou shalt be brought down to Hell, 
to the sides of the pit” (Isaiah 14:12-15 KJV).  Notice how Lucifer 
speaks of his kingdom and his throne.  He clearly had a kingdom.  
For God does not dispute this!  The “stars of God” refers to Heav- 
enly angels.  For angels are sometimes called stars in the Bible (Job 
38:7, Revelation 1:20, 9:1).  However, Lucifer did not succeed in 
his quest, even though he was able to win over one third of the entire 
angelic realm (Revelation 12:4).  He was soundly defeated, and he 
and his angels were thrown out of Heaven.  And guess where they 
were thrown to?  This Earth!  (See Revelation 12:9 and Luke 10:18.)  
The Lord has a habit of changing the names of people, such as 
Abram to Abraham (Genesis 17:5), Jacob to Israel (Genesis 32:28) 
and Simon to Peter (Matthew 16:16-18).  So it follows that He would 
also be inclined to change the name of a fallen angel as well.  The 
name Lucifer is from the Hebrew word “heylel” which comes from 
another word (H1984) which means “brightness,” “light bearer” (2 
Corinthians 11:14), or “morning star.”

Some of you with a contemporary language Bible may wonder 
why the name Lucifer, which appears in the King James Bible, does 
not appear in the newer translations.  The term “morning star” or 
“day star” is used instead.  It is nothing to become alarmed about.  
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There was no sinister plot to deceive you on the part of the trans-
lators.  The plural form, “morning stars” also appears in the KJV Bible 
in Job 38:7, pertaining to Heavenly angels.  But the name Lucifer, 
or “morning star,” was not given by God to Satan!  For at that time, 
Satan did not exist!  God gave it to a perfect Heavenly angel who 
had obeyed Him in every way (Ezekiel 28:15).  However, after Lu- 
cifer stopped being perfect, and began to rebel against God, he was 
no longer entitled to the name.  So God changed it to Satan.  The name 
“Satan” means adversary, an opponent or archenemy.  Eventually, 
when Satan’s time of sovereignty over the Earth is up (Rev. 12:12), 
Jesus Christ will return (Revelation 20:4) to set up His kingdom.  
And, He will be the “morning star” of the Earth (Revelation 22:16).

So, Lucifer started out as the ruler of the prior (angelic) world 
that existed here.  But, after his failed insurrection, he was stripped 
of his authority on this Earth.  Perhaps God made the Earth dark at 
that time to teach Satan a lesson.  It may have been a metaphor for 
Satan’s kingdom (Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9, and Ephesians 6:12).  
Then God remade this world and gave it to His new creation, Man 
(Gen. 1:27-30).  So then, how did Satan regain his authority over the 
Earth?  He received it from Adam!  Adam was made by God to be- 
come the father of the entire human race.  In the beginning, Adam was 
a son of God (Luke 3:38).  If he had remained faithful to the Lord, 
all of us who descended from him, would have been born into this 
world as God’s children.  And Adam would still be alive on Earth to- 
day.  Death would not have had any dominion over us.  Adam would 
have ruled over a perfect world, just as it had been when 
the Lord first made it (Gen. 1:31).  It was Adam’s to do 
anything he wanted to do with it, with one condition.  
He was to “…Fear God, and keep His command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecc. 
12:13 KJV).  This was the Lord’s commandment, 
“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, for when you eat of it 
you will surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17 NIV).

However, Adam and his wife, Eve, rebelled 
against God (Genesis 3:1-24).  That’s because, instead of 
trusting their Creator, they listened to “…that ancient ser-
pent, who is the devil, or Satan…” (Revelation 20:2 NIV).  
As a result, Adam defiled not only himself, but every human 
being who would be sired through him!  So in- 
stead of giving us life, he brought a sentence of 
death upon the whole human race (1 Cor. 15:22 and Hebrews 9:27).  
Through the first birth, we were born living dead people.  That’s 
because Adam lost control of this world, by becoming a slave to 
Satan.  “…For a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him” (2 
Peter 2:19 NIV).  And all of us became children of slaves, thus, 
spiritually, we became slaves ourselves (John 8:34, Romans 3:23)!  
Sin is in our blood!  Therefore, it is a part of our very nature (see 
Galatians 5:17-21, Revelation 21:8, 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, and 6:9-
10).  Consequently, we were separated from God, our Creator (Isaiah 
59:2).  Now, those of us who have been reborn in Jesus Christ, and 
remain in Him (John 15:1-8, 2 John 1:9-10, and 1 John 2:24) are 
no longer in that condition (Ephesians 2:1-5, Galatians 4:7-9).  For, 
through our repentance (Matthew 4:17), trust (Proverbs 3:5-7), and 
obedience to Christ (Luke 6:46-49, 1 John 2:4-6, 5:2-4), He has 
given us “…the right to become children of God—children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God” (John 1:12-13 NIV).  However, the rest of this world 
remains in spiritual slavery.  You see, “…the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned”
(1 Corinthians 2:14 KJV).  All the wisdom in the world will not pen- 
etrate through the barrier that sin has formed between God and 

mankind.  And, just as God’s wisdom is foolishness to this world, 
“…the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight…” (1 Cor- 
inthians 3:19 NIV).

So, why did Adam allow Satan to take that which was his?  Un- 
like his wife, Adam was not deceived by the devil (1 Timothy 2:14).  
He knew that, as a result of what Eve had done, she would be sepa- 
rated from God.  But Adam loved Eve so much that he would rather 
be with her than God.  What a stupid trade!  For in the eternal fires of 
Hell, any love you had for the person who helped to put you there, 
will be burned swiftly in the agony of the flame!  There will be no 
joy in Hell or the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14-15).  It will be eternal 
misery, torment, and anguish forever (Luke 16:23, Rev. 14:10-11).  
There will be no alcohol to numb your pain, no lustful, hedonistic ex- 
periences.  The lust will still be there, but it will not be fulfilled.  The 
good things that God gave to us in this lifetime will not be in Hell 
(Luke 16:25).  If you go there, you will still thirst for water, but your 
thirst will not be quenched (see Luke 16:24).  You will still crave the 
things of this world, but they will be beyond your reach.  The scent 
of a flower, the beauty of a waterfall, the romance of a starlit night, 
none of that will be in Hell!  It is a place so horrible that God was 
willing to allow His own Son to die in our place in order to give us 
a way of avoiding it (John 3:16)!  It was designed for the devil and 
his fallen angels (Matt. 25:41), who will burn there forever.  But they 
want to take as many humans with them as possible.  They cannot 
attack God directly.  They tried that, but were soundly defeated!  So 
Satan will do the next best thing.  He will destroy the people that God 

loves, if you let him do so!  He also knows that the greater your 
sin in this world, the hotter the flames will be for 
you in the next.  The only escape from it is through 

Jesus Christ (Hebrews 2:3)!
So, why did God allow Satan to have access 

to the Garden of Eden?  It was to test mankind!  
Since Satan had previously controlled this planet, 

you can imagine how jealous he became after 
God remade it and gave Adam authority over 

it.  Covetousness (Exodus 20:17 and James 4:2-3) 
is one of the devil’s most prominent traits!  So Satan 

undoubtedly petitioned God to allow him to test Adam and Eve.  
Chances are, he even used the same type of appeal as he did when 
discussing Job (Job 1:9-11).  So God allowed the testing.  For if 

Adam and Eve had not been given the opportunity to rebel 
against Him, they would not have had free choice.  They would 

have been no better than androids or robots.  You see, God did not want 
us to love and obey Him because we were forced to.  For forced love, 
or love where no other choice is given, is not true love.  Some people 
are also confused about the serpent in the Garden of Eden.  Why did 
Satan appear as a serpent?  It was because he no longer had a body 
of his own!  Satan was once an angel, just as his demons were (see 
Revelation 12:9).  And, you will notice in the New Testament that 
one of the primary character traits of demons is their desire to enter 
into the bodies of humans (Matthew 8:16) or animals (Matthew 8:31- 
32) whom they are able to control.

All good angels mentioned in scripture have solid bodies (see 
Joshua 5:13-15, Hebrews 13:2).  But demons do not!  So how did 
these former angels lose their bodies?  They were incinerated by 
God!  The Lord said to Satan and his cohorts, “By your many sins… 
you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So I made a fire come out 
from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the 
ground in the sight of all who were watching” (Ezekiel 28:18 NIV).
Their “sanctuaries” were their bodies.  A sanctuary is a holy habita-
tion, such as a temple (Hebrews 8:2, 9:1).  If you are a true child of 
God, and His Spirit lives within you, “…your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit…” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV.  Also, see John 2:19-
21).  Our bodies are really houses in  (Continued on Page 4)



which each human Spirit dwells.  It was the same way with the 
angels.  God made His angels to be attractive.  The two angels who 
visited Lot prior to destroying Sodom, were so good-looking that 
the homosexual men of the city wanted to rape them (Genesis 19:1-
11)!  Lucifer had incredible vanity about his personal appearance 
(Ezekiel 28:17).  His body should have been used as a holy sanc- 
tuary dedicated to the glory of God.  The bodies of the angels under 
his authority should have been used the same way.  For the Bible says 
“…glorify God in your body…” (1 Corinthians 6:20 KJV).  And 
“…Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16 KJV).  But, instead, they 
only glorified themselves!  Therefore, the Lord decided that they 
were no longer entitled to have solid bodies.  There must have been 
some type of trial that took place in Heaven, after their mutiny.  Then, 
the first part of the sentence was carried out.  God cremated their bod- 
ies while they stood before Him!  Now you know why you should 
fear God!  (See Genesis 22:12, Ecclesiastes 8:13, Psalm 2:12, Reve- 
lation 14:7.)  If Satan still had a solid body of his own, he would not 
have been able to enter into Judas Iscariot (Luke 22:3, John 13:27).  
Nor would he have been able to enter into the body of a serpent!  
The devil could not have entered into any human in the Garden of 
Eden because Adam and Eve were the only humans in creation at 
that time.  And God would not have allowed Satan to enter into either 
of them, for they had not yet sinned against Him.  So 
Satan had to enter into an animal.

Demons are also capable of entering into the 
body of a human or animal.  Jesus cast some of 
these evil spirits out of the man from Gadara (Luke 
8:26-36) and they begged Him to let them go into 
the bodies of some pigs that were nearby.  Christ 
has also given this ability to cast out demons to 
His anointed followers as well (Mark 3:15 and 
Acts 5:16, 8:7).  They do it for the purpose of 
bringing glory to Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
10:31 and Philippians 1:11)!  But there have 
also been counterfeit Christians (Matthew 
24:11, Mark 13:22, 2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 
Galatians 1:6-9,  2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 4:1) who 
have also claimed to have this gift (see Mat-
thew 7:22-23)!  And, over the centuries, there have been many 
non-Christian exorcists.  Some are even mentioned in Acts 19:13-17.  
Missionaries have given accounts of exorcists they have encoun- 
tered in foreign countries.  The exorcist is usually a religious leader 
and he or she supposedly performs healings and casts out demons.  
Over the millenniums, this has occurred in many cultures globally.  
And it still happens today in various religions, most of which have 
absolutely nothing to do with the Word of God!  So it is really just 
a matter of a demon possessed witch doctor, or some such thing, cast- 
ing out demons from someone else.  In situations like this, the exorcist 
probably has more demons in him or her than exist in the person they 
claim to be casting them out of!  For Satan views us humans some- 
what like we may view a chess game.  He will not mind sacrificing 
a pawn if it means capturing a queen!  If Satan has a false prophet 
that he wants to use for the purpose of deceiving many Christians, it 
may be worth it for him to remove the sickness that he has placed 
on some of the congregation.  Likewise, it’s a worthwhile investment 
for him to cast out demons from one person if, by doing so, he can 
deceive a hundred others and doom them to Hell (Matthew 24:24 and 
Mark 13:22).

If you have been reborn in Christ Jesus (John 3:3) and you re- 
main in Him (John 15:6), you are under God’s protection (Psalm 
91:9-12, Luke 12:32, Matthew 16:18).  No evil spirit will be able to 
enter into you!  For you will no longer be a part of Satan’s domain.  

You will have been delivered out of darkness (1 Peter 2:9) into 
Christ’s marvelous light (John 8:12).  However, if you rebel away 
from Him, and refuse to be led by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26, Ro- 
mans 8:13-14, 1 Thessalonians 5:19, 2 Timothy 3:5), you will make 
yourself, once again, vulnerable to demonic possession!  This is 
especially true if God has delivered you from demons previously (see 
Mark 1:39, 16:17).  It is what Jesus was talking about in Luke 11:24-  
26.  So do not be deceived (Galatians 6:7).  If you love the things of 
this sinful world (1 John 2:15-17), your heart is not right with God, 
even if you consider yourself a Christian (Revelation 3:15-22)!  The 
Lord is not interested in mere lip service (Mark 7:6-8, James 1:22).  
You cannot serve two masters (Luke 16:13)!  The church is supposed 
to be the Bride of Christ!  (See 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, Isaiah 54:5, and 
Ephesians 5:25-32.)  And Christ said, “…I am the light of the world…”
(John 8:12 NIV).  Therefore, His Bride must reflect His light (Mat- 
thew 5:14, 1 Peter 2:9) into the darkness (Isaiah 42:16).  We receive 
Christ’s light through the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26, 15:26, 2 
Corinthians 4:6).  Consequently, those who are not living by God’s 
Spirit will not have any illumination to see the Truth (John 8:45-47, 
10:27, 14:6).  Therefore, they will not be ready (Revelation 19:7-8) 
when the Bridegroom returns (Matthew 25:1-12, 7:23)!  “He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 3:22 
NIV).  “You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with 
the world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend 

of the world becomes an enemy of God” (James 4:4 
NIV).  Those who follow the ways of this world 
and its ruler, Satan, are following a defeated mas- 
ter!  And they will follow him all the way into 
Hell and the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:10-15, 21:8).

However, for those who truly love and 
serve Christ, remember that if you rely on your 
own power, Satan is far stronger than you are (1 
Peter 5:8).  That’s why you will never defeat him 
with carnal weapons!  But he is no match for 
the Holy Spirit (1 John 4:4)!  For it is “‘…not 

by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says 
the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6 NIV.  
Also, see Galatians 5:16).  Therefore, “the 
weapons we fight with are not the weapons 

of the world.  On the contrary, they have di- 
vine power to demolish strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4 NIV).

What kind of strongholds?  Satanic strongholds!  “For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against pow- 
ers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12 KJV).  Satan does not 
rule over this world system by himself.  He has a whole army of fallen 
angels (Rev. 12:7), helping him.  They include a select group of de- 
mons on his cabinet.  They are the “principalities and powers” that 
the Bible warns us about.  In human terms, they would be considered 
a part of Satan’s Intelligence Department.  They assist the devil in 
making policy decisions, and plan specific goals for spiritually blind 
individuals (Matthew 15:14, John 3:19-21) who are manipulated and 
controlled by them.  You cannot see them.  You can’t see the wind 
either, but you can feel its power!  The devil and his demons really 
do exist.  Nevertheless, if you love and trust Christ no matter how 
things seem on the surface, you will rise above the darkness of this 
world, as oil rises above the water.  But you will only win those spirit- 
ual battles when you stop trying to do it for God, and allow Him to 
do it through you!  God is waiting for you to move out of His way 
so that He can remove the broken pieces, clutter, and debris that is left 
of your past (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Give it up to Jesus Christ.  All of 
it!  And He will turn your sorrow into joy!  “…This is what the LORD 
says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast 
army.  For the battle is not yours, but God’s’” (2 Chron. 20:15 NIV).
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