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 Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For this, our 
Summer issue, we are returning to a familiar theme, fruit!  Anne’s 
article, “There’s a Snake in the Orchard” exposes some very important 
aspects of Christian living that we hope will be a blessing to all!  It’s 
an important article because the same serpent that deceived Eve in 
the Garden of Eden is still weaving his web of lies on Christians today 
(see 2 Corinthians 11:3).  That’s why Jesus said, “Watch out for false 
prophets.  They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them...” (Matthew 
7:15-16 NIV).  For example, during our 1993 fund-raising campaign 
the Lord blessed us with many callers who phoned our office to ask 
questions.  Most of the calls were a joy to receive.  However, there 
were a few others who simply wanted to argue (1 Timothy 6:4-5).  
When they heard that we were giving away free NIV Bibles to prison 
inmates, they became enraged.  They had heard some controversy that 
was being spread by several so-called Christian 
groups and talk radio shows, and they had jumped 
to the conclusion that it was the truth (2 Corin- 
thians 11:14-15).  These individuals considered 
themselves knowledgeable Christians, consequently, 
they wanted to instruct others on how to live for God.  Therefore, they 
had no interest in listening to anyone who disagreed with them.  
When their opinions conflicted with that of some- 
one else, they would raise the decibel level of their 
voices and assault their opponent with a verbal 
attack!  They had none of the fruit of God’s Spirit, which is 
“...love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen- 
tleness and self-control...” (Galatians 5:22-23 NIV).  However, they 
abounded in the bad fruit of the sinful nature, which includes, 
“...hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissen- 
sions, factions and envy...” (Galatians 5:19-21 NIV).  Even now, in 
1997, the anger emanating from proponents of their views continues 
to cause friction among Christians.
 The trouble began with the publication of a book that was written 
by a home economics teacher in 1993 (see Galatians 5:9).  It was a 
vicious attack on every modern day translation of the Bible.  Now we 
certainly don’t endorse every new translation that comes out.  Some 
of them really are from the pit of Hell!  However, there are other trans- 
lations that are quite good.  Nevertheless, the only one that the author 
of the book feels is valid is the King James Version.  All other transla- 
tions, in her opinion, come from the devil and are linked to occultism 
and New Age philosophies.  You might think that anyone writing 
a book like that would at least have a degree in Greek or Hebrew.  
She does not!  Nor does she have any advanced degrees in Bible, 
theology, linguistics, textual criticism, or any other academic subject 
relevant to her book.  She has never been associated with any well- 
known, accepted counter cult organization or expert, nor has she had 
previous books published on Biblical issues.  No recognized Bible 
scholar has endorsed her thesis or her arguments.  Nevertheless, she, 
and those of like spirit, have created a  lot of animosity and confusion 
in the church.  However, long before we checked into the accusations 
ourselves, we knew that the source of the controversy was not from 

God, because, “...a good tree cannot bear bad fruit...” (Matthew 7:18 
NIV).  Even so, we wanted to learn more about the matter.
 The computer program we use brings up three different versions 
of the Bible side by side so we can compare one translation to another.  
They are the KJV, the NIV, and the ASV.  Consequently, we were al- 
ready familiar enough with them to know that they do not come from 
the devil!  In fact, in 1993, several hours after we received the first 
angry call about this, Anne had the pleasure of speaking with a 
Christian brother who phoned us from Hawaii.  He had come to the 
Lord after reading the NIV New Testament. What a difference!  His 
fruit brought us peace, joy, and love.  It was fellowship talking with 
him about how much we love Jesus!  Several days later, both of us 
spoke with Rev. Chuck Adams of the International Bible Society, the 
organization that translated the New International Version.  We put 
him on the speaker phone and, as we all spoke, God’s Presence flooded 

the room!  He was soft spoken and patient with our many 
questions.  And we could sense that he loves the Lord!  
That is not to say that we agree with all the teachings 
of the International Bible Society, but the difference in 
fruit  between them and their antagonists was amazing!  

In the years since, we have received notices sent 
to us in the mail by prison inmates who have come 
to the Lord after reading the NIV New Testaments 
that we distributed!  No wonder Satan hates the 

NIV and similar translations, for they are easier to 
understand, more specific, and therefore, harder to 

dispute!  If you are interested in obtaining further 
information about this, there are a number of books 
and pamphlets on the subject.  One of them is “New 
Age Bible Versions Refuted” by James White, B.A., 

M.A., Director, Alpha and Omega Ministries.  And 
the “Jesus People Information Center” in Sacramento, CA also pub- 
lished a very informative article entitled “New Age Bible Versions: 
A Critical Review” by Bob and Gretchen Passantino.
 There are many gifts that God gives to His children (Matthew 
7:9-11).  But there is only one thing that He wants to receive from us!  
That is the fruit  of His spirit, dwelling within the hearts of those who 
love Him.  The devil might make a big noise (see 1 Corinthians 13:1) 
and draw lots of attention with his fits of rage, but those of us who 
love Christ know that it is “...‘not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6 NIV).  So no matter 
what you think you are doing for God, if it is not done through His 
love, it will profit you nothing!  For “love is patient, love is kind.  It 
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth”  (1 Corin- 
thians 13:4-6 NIV).  Therefore, “do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:6-7 NIV).
 In His Love, we remain,
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“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”  MARK 16:15  
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 Among the most commonly asked questions in the world today 
are “Where did I come from?  Why do I exist?  And is there a purpose 
or meaning to life?”  All of those who love and serve Jesus Christ 
know from where we came.  It all began with one man named Adam.  
“The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground...”  
(Genesis 2:7 NIV.  Also, see 1:27).  In other words, Adam’s body was 
made out of garden soil.  This has been proven by modern science!  
A biochemist will tell you that after all of the water has been removed 
from the human body all that remains are a few inexpensive chem- 
icals that came from the earth.  Adam was the prototype from which 
the rest of us originated!  He lived in a perfect world, filled with 
beautiful plants and friendly animals.  Nevertheless, he was lonely.  
Therefore, “the LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be 
alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.’ ...Then the LORD God 
made a woman... and He brought her to the man”  (Genesis 2:18-22 
NIV). Adam was delighted with her, and he named her Eve.  But why 
were Adam and Eve created?  The key is found in the location where 
God placed them, and the substance from which they were formed.  
For, “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful  and increase in 
number...’” (Genesis 1:28 NIV.  Also, see Genesis 2:8).  Consequently, 
He didn’t place them on the water somewhere, or in a desert.  He put 
them in a garden, for that is where you grow fruit!
 All future generations would come into being through 
the seed that God had placed into Adam’s loins (Genesis 
1:11-12).  However, although he was the recipient of the 
seed, it was incapable of growing within his body.  
That’s where Eve came in.  Her body was formed 
out of a rib that God had taken from Adam (see 
Genesis 2:21-22).  Therefore, it was also made 
from “...the dust of the ground...”  As such, 
the Lord had designed it to be the fertile sanc- 
tuary in which her husband’s seed would 
blossom forth with “...the fruit  of the 
womb...” (Psalms 127:3 KJV).  But why did 
God take the time and trouble to remove a 
rib from Adam’s body when He was creat- 
ing Eve?  Why didn’t He just scoop up 
a new bunch of fresh soil from the ground 
and make her from that?  This is the reason.  Adam was not just a 
clay body anymore (see Isaiah 64:8).  God had “...breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” 
(Genesis 2:7 NIV).  The physical part of Adam, his body, was made 
out of practically worthless material, but the real value of the man 
was not physical, but spiritual!  It was the breath of God that brought 
Adam to life!  “For our ‘God is a consuming fire’”  (Hebrews 12:29 
NIV).  That doesn’t mean that the Lord doesn’t have a body, as we 
do.  The Bible tells us that He does, for we were made in His image 
(see Genesis 9:6).  However, the aspect of fire has to do with God’s 
holiness and deity, which is the glory of God (Exodus 3:2 & 24:17).
  There is nothing quite like fire in all of creation.  One of its attri- 
butes is to reproduce itself without diminishing the original flame!  
God did two things in the body of Adam.  He breathed His own breath 
into the man, thereby beginning an everlasting fire of life that would 
be passed on from one generation to another.  Secondly, He allowed 
a parallel process to take place in the physical world.  We can’t see the 
flame of life, which is the soul of a person, for it is only visible in the 
spirit realm.  But we can see the body in which each soul lives.  An- 
other characteristic of fire is its ability to produce heat.  That’s why 
there is warmth in the body.  The average temperature of a healthy 
person is about 98.6° F.  When someone dies his spirit leaves his body 

and his corpse becomes cold.  Even so, God had ordained that the 
physical union of a husband and wife would have the potential to 
spark the beginning of a new life (Genesis 2:23-24).  Adam and Eve 
lived in a paradise here on earth, but there was a snake in the garden! 
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”” (Genesis 3:1 NIV). 
This was no ordinary snake!  For none of the animal kingdom had the 
ability to reason with mankind on an intellectual basis.  However, 
that’s exactly what the snake was doing.  By now it ought to be obvi- 
ous who was speaking to Eve.
 The Bible tells us about the fall of Lucifer, who was probably the 
most powerful of all of the angels of God.  However, he rebelled 
against the Lord and persuaded one third (Revelation 12:4) of the 
Heavenly angels to mutiny with him.  But he was soundly defeated 
and thrown out of Heaven.  “And the great dragon was cast out, that 
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him” (Revelation 12:9 KJV).  Now let’s go back a little bit further 
in time because I want to show you what led up to this.  Through scrip- 
ture, God gives us a sort of open letter to Satan.  The Lord addresses 
him by the name, Lucifer, which means “light bearer” or “morning 

star.”  It had been given to him back in the days when he 
was one of God’s top angels.  Eventually Christ will be 
our morning star (Revelation 22:16), so the term probably 

refers to sovereignty over the earth.  However, since 
Lucifer fell so far away from the Light (John 1:4 & 
8:12), he was no longer worthy of his name.  It is 
God’s habit to change the name of someone when 

they change their spiritual identity.  For example, 
Abram became Abraham (Genesis 17:5), Sarai 

became Sarah (Genesis 17:15), Jacob became 
Israel (Genesis 32:28), and Simon 
became Peter (Matthew 16:17-18). 
Therefore, circumstantial evidence 

suggests that God changed Lucifer’s name 
to one that is better suited to him.  The name 

“Satan” means “accuser of the brethren” (see 
Revelation 12:10).  The fallen angels who were thrown out of Heaven 
with Satan then became demons, and Satan, their ruler, became the 
devil.  God said to him, “How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning!  how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations!  For thou hast said in thine heart, I  will ascend 
into Heaven, I  will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I  will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  
I  will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I  will be like the Most 
High.  Yet thou shalt be brought down to Hell, to the sides of the pit” 
(Isaiah 14:12-15 KJV).  It was due to Satan’s pride, his “self-esteem,” 
that he rebelled against God!  Notice the thinking that went on in his 
head.  In his mind, everything revolved around himself, “I  will do 
this, and I  will do that.”
 So why did the devil appear to Eve as a serpent in the Garden 
of Eden?  It was because he no longer had a solid body of his own!  
God had destroyed it, as part of Lucifer’s punishment for his rebellion!  
And it seems obvious that the same thing happened to the demons, 
for if they had their own physical bodies they wouldn’t need to enter 
into the bodies of humans or animals (Matthew 8:28-31).  Heavenly 
angels have solid bodies.  That’s why “...some people have entertained 
angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2 NIV).  But the fallen angels 
do not.  For they are spirits.  That’s why they have, at times, appeared 



(Continued On Page 4)

to people in a vaporish form and deceived them into believing that 
they are the spirits of dead humans, “...for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones...” (Luke 24:39 KJV).  In Genesis 19:5 we see how the two 
Heavenly angels, who had visited Lot prior to destroying Sodom, were 
so attractive that the homosexual men of the city wanted to rape them!  
Lucifer was probably, at one time, the best looking angel of all.  He 
had incredible vanity about his appearance.  His body should have 
been used as an obedient sanctuary dedicated to the glory of God.  The 
bodies of the angels under his authority should have been used the 
same way.  However, Lucifer was only interested in glorifying him- 
self!  Therefore, the Lord decided that he was no longer worthy of 
having a physical body of his own!  God said to him, “Your heart 
became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your 
wisdom because of your splendor.  So I threw you to the earth; I made 
a spectacle of you before kings.  By your many sins and dishonest 
trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So I made a fire come 
out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on 
the ground in the sight of all who were watching” (Ezekiel 28:17-18 
NIV).  In other words, Lucifer’s body was burned up while he stood 
in it before God!  The devil is a loser!  So if you’re living for him, 
you are following someone who has already been defeated by the 
Power of God! For our Creator is far stronger than the enemy (Exodus 
15:1-21 & Revelation 12:8), and when His Spirit lives within us, we 
are stronger than the powers of evil through our dependency on Jesus 
Christ (see 2 Timothy 4:17-18, Ephesians 1:19, 1 John 4:4, & 
Philippians 4:13).  And eventually Satan and his demons 
will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10).
 All right, now let’s return to the Garden of Eden be- 
cause Satan is still using the same techniques today that 
he used on Adam and Eve.  “And the woman said unto the 
serpent, Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat: 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die.  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not 
surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good 
and evil” (Genesis 3:2-5 ASV).  Notice 
Satan’s strategy!  First he gets Eve to dis- 
trust God, then he appeals to her pride, 
her self-esteem (see 2 Corinthians 11:3).  
And Eve succumbs to the temptation!  But nothing happens 
right away, because God had not given the seed of human life to 
Eve, He gave it to Adam.  However, the real prize that Satan was 
aiming for was not the physical life that Adam had received, it was 
the spiritual life, that eternal unseen part of the man.  It was the Fire 
that had been breathed into him by God!  Satan knew that if he could 
poison the seed that God had placed into Adam, he would condemn 
not only Adam, but everyone who would ever be born from his seed.  
Eve was just Satan’s way of getting to Adam!  You see, Adam wasn’t 
deceived by the devil’s lies (see 1 Timothy 2:14), so Satan couldn’t 
have gotten to Adam directly.  Therefore, he used Eve as his bait! As 
a result, Adam also sinned against God, thereby becoming a slave to 
sin and losing his authority over this world system.
 This world is filled with much evil.  However, the two primary 
sins that caused Adam and Eve to stumble and fall from God are the 
same two sins that Satan and his demons use most often today.  They 
are pride and idolatry!  Eve was deceived because of her pride, her 
desire to be equal to God, and Adam was lured into sin because he 
put his wife before God.  The first Adam and his wife failed, for the 
seed that they had been given to grow became defiled by their sin!  
Therefore, they were thrown out of the garden (Genesis 3:23-24).  As 
a result, “all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and 
like the wind our sins sweep us away” (Isaiah 64:6 NIV).  God is telling 

us right here that no matter how many good works we may accom- 
plish, it will never be enough to redeem our souls from death (see 
Romans 6:23).  However, “...God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16 KJV).  For Jesus Christ 
was the only person ever born into this realm who did not come from 
the seed of mortal man!  The seed that the Virgin Mary brought into 
this world had not been implanted into her through any act of the 
flesh.  She was impregnated directly by God (see Luke 1:35)!  That’s 
why, throughout time, Satan has done everything in his power to 
corrupt the church and to make God’s Son look like some type of a 
monster who is filled with hatred and vengeance.
 Even today, people delight in doing evil in the name of Jesus.  
However, they are being deceived and led by Satan, not Christ!  “For 
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through Him” (John 3:17 NIV.  Also, see Luke 9:51- 
56 and Matthew 26:51-52). Nevertheless, while the sin of the first 
Adam defiled the seed from which we originated, thus imposing a 
death sentence throughout the human race (Romans 5:14-17), the 
seed of the Last Adam, Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:45), can set us 
free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2).  What is the seed 
of the last Adam?  It is faith!  Even if your faith is only as small as a 
mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32), God can use you, if you remain 
faithful to Him!  But the minute you drift away from Jesus, you 

become easy prey for Satan and his lying demons.  All life 
came into being through the Word of God (see John 1:1-4).  

But death came as a result of disobedience.  Even so, 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 
5:8)!  Therefore, when we are reborn in Him, it is once 

again through the Word of God, that we have new life 
and are delivered out of darkness into His marvelous Light 

(John 8:12 & 1 Peter 2:9).
Now the Bible doesn’t say “Words” plural.  It says 

“Word” singular.  There are many ways of using words; 
however, the most basic form is through speech.  It is the 

manner by which we communicate with 
others through sounds that come out of 
the mouth.  The sounds we make this 
way are called our voice. The voice is 

produced by the expiration of air  through 
vibrating vocal cords.  And what does the voice do with the 

air that it is exhaling?  It turns them into words!  This brings us right 
back to the Word of God, who is Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:13).  “He 
was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made...” 
(John 1:2-3 NIV).  He is the Word that “...was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,)...” (John 1:14 KJV).  It was through the breath of God 
the Son, that Adam received life.  And it is through the breath of God 
the Son that we receive new life (John 1:12-13) in Him!  Before the 
Lord left for Heaven, He promised His disciples that He would send 
us a comforter to help us live for Him.  “And with that He breathed 
on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22 NIV).  “And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from Heaven 
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4 KJV).
 What had happened?  After the Lord returned to His home in 
Heaven, His thoughts were of His Bride, the church (2 Corinthians 
11:2), here on earth.  And that’s when He sent the Holy Spirit to com- 
fort and counsel His Beloved in His absence.  The victorious breath 
of our risen Savior had made its way 



all the way up to the portals of glory, whereupon it returned to His 
flock with the Power and authority of His Holy Spirit!  The original 
spiritual fire that we all received at the time of our first birth, had been 
suffocated by sin (Mark 4:7).  One of the properties of fire is light.  
Therefore, without God’s Holy Flame living in our hearts, we would 
exist in spiritual darkness (1 Peter 2:9).  However, the Holy Spirit 
didn’t land on all of earth’s inhabitants, only on those who had com- 
mitted their lives to Christ (see Acts 2:1).  For they had separated 
themselves from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17 and 1 John 2:15-16) 
because they wanted to remain pure before God.  To His church, Jesus 
Christ is like the oxygen that a diver breathes under water. The diver 
may be able to hold his breath for a little while if the oxygen is taken 
away, but if he doesn’t return his mouth to the oxygen soon, he will 
die.  Therefore, if you’re a Born Again Christian, and you’ve drifted 
away from the Vine of Christ, you’re living very dangerously!  You 
are risking far more than your life.  You are putting yourself in danger 
of being severed from the Vine (John 15:2) and losing your salvation!  
God has honored His children (John 1:12-13) by allowing His own 
Holy Spirit to dwell in these bodies made of soil so that He may grow 
good fruit in us, because the only fruit God wants to receive 
from us is the fruit that He Himself grows (Isaiah 5:1-16 
and Jeremiah 2:21-22)!  “But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us” (2 Corinthians 4:7 KJV).
 Jesus Christ came into this world to undo the 
damage that had been caused by the sin of man- 
kind.  In effect, he became the second, and last 
Adam for all who will repent of their sins and 
live for Him.  Through Him we have the chance 
to be restored to our Creator, to become what God 
had originally intended for us to be, His children (John 
1:12-13)!  The first Adam failed to do the will of 
God.  The Last Adam obeyed God all the way to the 
cross (Luke 22:42).  The first Adam produced bad 
fruit (Galatians 5:19-21).  The Last Adam produces 
good fruit (see Colossians 1:10, Hebrews ch. 11, and 
Galatians 5:22-23).  The first Adam brought us living 
death (Romans 5:14, 17 and 6:23).  The Last Adam 
gives us eternal life (John 10:10).  The first Adam 
separated us from the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:24).  The 
Last Adam restores us to the Tree of Life (Revelation 
22:2).  The seed of the first Adam grew within the body of his bride, 
Eve (Genesis 4:25). The seed of the Last Adam is faith (Romans 10:17 
and Hebrews 11:6).  It grows within the Bride of Christ, the church 
(2 Corinthians 11:2).  Eve came out of the broken body of Adam 
(Genesis 2:21-22) just as the church came out of the broken body of 
Christ (Matthew 26:26 & Ephesians 5:28-32).  The seed of the first 
Adam will be burned with fire (Revelation 21:8).  The seed of the 
Last Adam will be purified with fire (Isaiah 48:10, Proverbs 17:3, 1 
Peter 1:7, & Revelation 3:18).
 The lava from a volcano can wreck total destruction on any entire 
civilization.  The ruins of Pompeii are still a haunting reminder of the 
death that it brings.  However, when I was doing the research for my 
January 1996 article, entitled “The Reality of Hell,” I was amazed to 
learn that the most fertile type of soil is created after the earth has 
been purified by the fire.  (See Matthew 5:18, Mark 13:31, 2 Peter 
3:10-13. Also, See 2 Timothy 2:22 & Revelation 7:14.)  For the same 
volcanic power that destroyed the old, produces new life!  After the 
old has passed away, the elements of new life begin to form in its 
place.  (See Romans 6:1-11, 1 Peter 1:22-23, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and 
Revelation 21:1-2.)  It is freshly reborn from the ashes of the past.  
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young churches in his day saying, “I 

have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20 NIV).  The 
old Paul had died to self ! Now the new life that he lived he did not 
live for Paul, but for Jesus.  Are you worried that if you truly live for 
God you will lose your friends, your family, your job, your prosperity, 
or perhaps even your life?  (See Luke 9:24.)  Paul had a great deal to 
lose.  He had been prosperous, influential, and respected.  But in the 
end, even many of his Christian brethren turned away from him (2 
Timothy 4:9-18).  And there is no evidence that any of his earthly family 
ever communicated with him again.  Moreover, because of his strong 
stance for the Gospel, Paul was beaten (Acts 16:22-23), imprisoned 
(Acts 20:23), bound in chains (Acts 21:33), shipwrecked, and nearly 
stoned to death (see 2 Corinthians 11:25).  In the end, he even lost his 
life.  Church history tells us that he was decapitated in Rome.
 Did Paul feel that he was making a great sacrifice for his faith?  
No!  Paul wrote, “...I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ” 
(Philippians 3:8 KJV).  Paul gladly sacrificed his past and buried it 
in the ground below.  And God used that dung as precious fertilizer 
in His Heavenly vineyard (John 15:1-6)!  Other than Christ Himself, 
never was there a more fertile soil created in the body of mortal 
flesh!  Paul suffered in many ways, processes of death, death, death 
(Romans 6:5-7 & 2 Cor. 4:10-12).  But out of it all, came a fruit so 

pure that Jesus was proud to call him His own (see Acts 9:15-16)!  
Paul’s life was constantly in danger, and he was almost killed 

many times.  Yet God interceded on each occasion to protect 
him, until his time of service on earth was finished 

(2 Timothy 4:7).  Regarding this, Paul stated, “For 
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am 

to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful  
labor for me...” (Philippians 1:21-22 NIV).

In closing, there’s one character left that I 
want to discuss.  We know that the first Adam 

sired us with poisoned seed.  But from where did 
he get the poison?  It came from the serpent!  How 
does the serpent deliver his venom?  Through his 

mouth!  (See 1 Kings 22:19-23, John 8:44, Romans 1:25, 
and 2 Thessalonians 2:11.)  Watch out for false prophets, 
people!  They come in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15), 
so they are often hard to spot.  However, when you hear 

reporters and celebrities talking about what a wonderful 
Christian minister a preacher may be, remember the words of Jesus, 
“Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their 
fathers treated the false prophets” (Luke 6:26 NIV).  The Apostle Paul 
wasn’t popular with the world (1 Corinthians 4:13 & Matthew 5:10- 
12).  He wasn’t even popular with much of the church (Acts 20:29-30 
& 2 Timothy 4:14-15).  Yet the fruit he produced was not of this world 
(John 18:36).  It was of a better world (Matthew 6:20-21 & 1 Cor. 
2:9).  Consider the words of John the Baptist to the false prophets in 
his day, “...You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance...  The ax is 
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire” (Luke 3:7-9 NIV).
 Personally, I would rather stand with those who are persecuted 
for defending the faith (Philippians 1:27 & Jude 1:3), than with all the 
rich, popular hypocrites that try to lead God’s sheep astray (Matthew 
7:21-23 & John 10:11-15).  Each of us has the potential to grow good 
fruit, but only if we allow God to become our gardener!  For, despite 
all that he suffered for the Gospel, Paul didn’t die from snake venom 
(Acts 28:3-5).  So beware of the viper, for he is a liar, and remember 
how Paul tossed that snake in the fire!  (See John 8:42-45 and 1 
Corinthians 2:4-5.)  
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